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Greece’s Bold Vision for Global Unity: Deputy Minister
Kot5|ras Unveils Diaspora Strategic Plan

Historic Initiative to Strengthen Ties
with Greeks Worldwide

In a groundbreaking announce-
ment, Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Giorgos Kotsiras shared Greece’s
first comprehensive Strategic Plan for
Greeks Abroad 2024-2027. Present-
ed in Athens alongside Prime Min-
ister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the plan
sets forth a bold framework to unite
Greeks worldwide through over 100
initiatives focused on education, cul-
ture, innovation, and economic col-
laboration.

Key priorities include enhancing
consular services, preserving Helle-
nism through modernized Greek lan-
guage programs, fostering Diaspora
youth engagement, and creating glob-
al business synergies. With Greece ex-
periencing renewed growth, Kotsiras
urged the global Greek community
to reconnect, celebrate their heritage,
and play a pivotal role in shaping Hel-
lenism’s future on the global stage.
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For 50 years, we've made it easy for restaurants like yours to serve authentic LET'S gﬂéKE SglgETHlNG
Greek and Mediterranean cuisine. Our world-class, world-renowned variety of DELICIOUS TOGETHER.
traditional meats, pitas, and sauces make the perfect gyro—and much more.

Our passion for ethnic foods and value-added solutions is fueled by your
evident passion for what you do. It's what drives every aspect of our business.
With a portfolio that offers a broad range of the food your customers crave,
and our attention to detail and our pursuit of innovation, we're bringing
Greek and Mediterranean food to more Americans than ever.

Grecian Delight | Kronos
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Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Giorgos Kotsiras

Unveils Greece’s Strateg
B

In an exclusive interview
with the Hellenic News of
America, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs Giorgos Kot-
siras unveiled the Ministry’s
ambitious Strategic Plan for
Greeks Abroad 2024-2027.
This groundbreaking initia-
tive, presented in Athens with
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis in attendance, rep-
resents the first comprehen-
sive and modernized strategy
aimed at strengthening ties
between Greece and the global
Greek Diaspora.

A Landmark Strategy for
Global Unity

The new strategic plan em-
bodies a bold vision: a holis-
tic and innovative approach
to foster closer bonds with
Greeks worldwide. Focusing
on six key objectives, the plan
outlines over 100 actionable
steps to:

Upgrade consular services.

Support and develop Dias-
pora networks.

Enhance Greeces interna-
tional image through collabo-
ration with the Diaspora.

Promote the Greek lan-
guage, history, traditions, and
culture.

Strengthen ties with the
Greek Orthodox Church.

Advance bilateral and mul-
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tilateral cooperation in
Diaspora affairs.

“This initiative is
designed to address
the needs of Greeks
abroad, solidify their
connection to our her-
itage, and amplify their
influence on the global
stage,” stated Deputy
Minister Kotsiras.

Cultural, Education-
al, and Economic Col-
laboration

To foster stronger
cultural, educational,
and economic ties, the
Strategic Plan empha-
sizes partnerships be-
tween Greek and inter-
national  universities,
enhancing  programs
for student exchanges,
internships, and collab-
orative research. Additionally,
the Ministry supports Dias-
Eora cultural projects such as

Im festivals, exhibitions, and
conferences, while providing
resources for communities to
preserve Hellenism.

On the economic front,
mapping Diaspora business
activities and promoting part-
nerships between Greek and
Diaspora entrepreneurs are
critical elements. The Ministr
also aims to integrate Greece's
innovation ecosystem with
global professionals to facil-

itate skill-sharing and entre-
preneurship.

“These measures will in-
spire renewed connections
and meaningful collaboration
between Greece and its global
community, the Deputy Min-
ister emphasized.

Engaging Younger Genera-
tions: A Modern Approach

Recognizing the importance
of younger Greeks in sustain-
ing Hellenism, the plan inte-
grates digital tools to ensure
reciproca communication.
Programs like “Career

Days,” launching in
Disseldorf, Germany,
aim to inform young
Greeks about ca-
reer opportunities in
Greece and incentives
for repatriation.

Hospitality pro-
grams, including sum-
mer camps and ed-
ucational trips, offer
immersive experienc-
es for Diaspora youth,
strengthening  their
ties to their roots. Ad-
ditionally, the “stael-
linika.com” platform
will incorporate arti-
ficial intelligence to
make Greek language
learning more accessi-
ble and engaging.

Ensuring Long-Term

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople, Giorgos Kotsiras, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Dr. Konstantinos Koutras

ic Plan for Global HeIIeism

Giorgos Gerapetritis, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, and Giorgos
Kotsiras, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Sustainability

To ensure the plan’s longev-
ity, the Ministry has estab-
lished a dynamic framework
with measurable targets and
consistent evaluations. “This
structure allows us to adapt
to future challenges while ad-
dressing the evolving needs of
the Diaspora,” noted Kotsiras,
adding that continuous en-
ga%ement with the community
will ensure its relevance and
success.

The Call to Collaborate

Deputy Minister Kotsiras
highlighted the vital role of
the Greek Diaspora in advanc-
ing Greece’s development and
preserving Hellenism globally.
From science and academia to
entrepreneurship and innova-
tion, Greeks worldwide repre-
sent an invaluable asset.

“My visit to the U.S. re-

flects our commitment to
explore synergies with the
Greek-American community,
f)articularly in scientific col-
aboration and innovation,” he
said.

With Greece experiencing
renewed growth and opti-
mism, the Deputy Minister
invited the Greek Diaspora to
reconnect, celebrate heritage,
and help shape the future of
Hellenism.
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Shaping the Future: Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foundation Luncheon
Inspires the Next Generation of Greek-American Leaders
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By Aphrodite Kotrotsios

Chicago, IL - December 21,
2024 - The Pan-Hellenic Schol-
arship Foundation hosted its
annual mentorship luncheon at
the prestigious University Club
of Chicago, bringing together
scholarship alumni, Pan-Hel-
lenic Young Leaders, and a dis-
tinguished group of mentors.
This inspiring event celebrated
the Foundation’s commitment
to empowering the next gener-
ation of Greek-American lead-
ers while fostering a strong and
supportive community rooted in
Hellenic values.

The Foundation, renowned for
its excellence in education and
professional development, wel-
comed an enthusiastic crowd
of students, young profession-
als, and esteemed members of
the Hellenic community. Be-
yond awarding scholarships, the
Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foun-
dation creates opportunities for
networking, mentorship, and
community engagement, inspir-
ing pride in Greek heritage and
culture across the United States.

At the luncheon, mentors were
seated with students and young
professionals eager to learn from
their experiences and seek valu-
able guidance. This format en-
couraged mentors to share their
career journeys, including how
they chose their paths, the ob-
stacles they faced, and the les-
sons they learned along the way.
Mentors also engaged in mean-
ingful conversations, inviting
participants to introduce them-
selves, discuss their academic
backgrounds, and share their
career aspirations. While career
paths varied, mentors provided
personalized advice and insights
based on their professional expe-
riences, offering guidance to help
participants navigate their own
unique journeys and achieve
their goals. This interaction fos-
tered a dynamic exchange of
ideas, inspiration, and support
within the community.

Inspiring Activities and Panel
Discussions

The event featured a dynam-
ic program, including remarks
from key Foundation leaders and
an engaging panel discussion
with accomplished professionals.
Panelists included George Chia-
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Panelists included George Chiampas, D.O., Honorable Judge Anthony Kiriakopoulos, Aphrodite Kotrotsios, M.S.,
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Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou, Ph.D., and Jimmy Samartzis

mpas, D.O., Honorable Judge
Anthony Kiriakopoulos, Aph-
rodite Kotrotsios, M.S., Dr. Eliz-
abeth Prodromou, Ph.D., and
Jimmy Samartzis, who shared
their expertise and insights to
inspire attendees.

Honoring Exceptional Men-
tors

A highlight of the luncheon
was the recognition of 12 distin-
guished mentors representing
diverse industries. These men-
tors generously shared their ex-
periences and wisdom with the
next generation of leaders. Their
contributions underscored the
importance of mentorship in
fostering success and communi-
ty engagement.

The 2024 mentors included:

Angeline Beltsos, M.D. - Chief
Executive Physician and Medical
Director at KindBody; Director
of Reproductive Endocrinology
at Wayne State University

George Chiampas, D.O. - Chief
Medical Officer at U.S. Soccer;
Team Physician for the Chicago
Bears and Blackhawks

Nicholas Geroulis, Esq. - At-
torney at Martin and Karczes,
Ltd.

Father Nicholas Greanias -
Pastor at Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Church and retired
U.S. Diplomat

7]

Vasiliki Panos, Fotini Anastopoulos, and Georgia Tsakos
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Shaping the Future: Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foundation Luncheon

Inspires the Next Generation of Greek-American Leaders

Honorable Judge Anthony
Kiriakopoulos - Circuit Court
Judge, Cook County, Illinois

Aphrodite Kotrotsios, M.S. -
CEO of Hellenic News of Amer-
ica; Executive Director of Her-
mes Expo International

George Lattas, Esq. — Attor-
ney and Chairman of the DePaul
University College of Law Dean’s
Advisory Council

Gregory Poulos - CEO of
Modern Halo; former President
of KindBody

Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou,
Ph.D. - Professor at Boston Col-
lege; Senior Fellow at the Atlan-
tic Council

Jimmy Samartzis - CEO of
LanzaJet, Inc.

Yanni Sianis — Chief of Staff at
Calamos Investments

The Foundation extended
heartfelt thanks to these men-
tors for exemplifying leader-
ship and dedication, inspir-
ing Greek-American youth to
achieve their full potential.

Advancing a Legacy of Giving
and Community Impact

With the unwavering sup-
port of the Hellenic Foundation
Grant Award and the leadership
of Chairman Robert Buhler, the
Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foun-
dation continues to empower
the next generation. “Our mis-
sion extends far beyond scholar-
ships,” said the Chairman. “We
are dedicated to creating op-
portunities for Greek-American
youth, fostering a thriving com-
munity grounded in Hellenic
values, and paving pathways for
success.”

About the Pan-Hellenic Schol-
arship Foundation

The Pan-Hellenic Scholarship
Foundation is a nonprofit orga-
nization committed to advanc-
ing education, leadership, and
community engagement within
the Greek-American communi-
ty. Through scholarships, men-
torship programs, and profes-
sional development initiatives,
the Foundation empowers in-
dividuals to achieve excellence
while celebrating and preserving
their Hellenic heritage.

For more information about
the Foundation, its programs, or
ways to get involved, please visit
www.panhellenicsf.org.
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Horizons of space, time, and
memory

Visual Artist Agni Zotis speaks
to the Hellenic News of America
about her explorations in art and
her relationship to her hellenic or-
igins.

By Fotios Kaliampakos-Special to
the Hellenic News of America

HNA: How did you decide to
pursue a career—or better, a life—
in painting and art?

Art chose me. It’s always been an
inseparable part of my life, woven
into the fabric of my existence. It’s
not just a career, but a way of being.
As a dyslexic child, I found express-
ing myself through images came
more naturally than words. This
visual language became my means
of communication, allowing me to
freely convey my thoughts and feel-
ings. At 18, in my first live model
Eainting class at Hunter College, I

ad an epiphany: {>ainting gave me
the power to explore and express
the complexities of reality in a way
that transcended the ordinary. This
realization ignited my passion and
solidified my purpose and identity
as a painter.

Thanks for reading Hellenic News
of America

Subscribe to HNA

Art has remained the constant
thread in my life. It’s what I've al-
ways done. I love creating my own
world, playing life by my own rules.
Art allows me to experience, reflect
on, and express reality while devel-
oping my unique voice. I primari-
ly paint, though I also incorporate
Vi(ﬁo, sound, and light installa-
tions. Over the past 20 years, I've
had gallery spaces in the East Vil-
lage, LES, and Chelsea, which be-
came both my studio and a gather-
ing and exhibiting place for artists.
These spaces organically nurtured
an avant-garde art movement in
NYC.

My philosophy centers on “Know
Thyself,” with art being the truest ex-
pression of self-discovery. Through
mgr “Creative Mindfulness” meth-
od, I developed, I help others see
life as the ultimate masterpiece we
create through our presence. My
creation of the MAY Kids Trans-
form Foundation—born from my
son’s inspiration and my own ac-
tivism, as I believe its empowering
to develop self-awareness, is one of
my biggest endeavors, merging cre-
ativity with mindfulness. The MAY
Curriculum, written 15 years ago,
is being shared internationally with
youth and educators to promote
a more positively sustainable and
mindful future. For me, great art
is a pure language of existence that
communicates with both the self
and the world.

HNA: Where did you study, and

how is your art affected by your
Greek and American heritage?

I grew up in Astoria and spent my
teenage years in the East Village,
immersed in the punk and new
wave scenes, that influenced me to
live outside the stereotype of the
Greek community. I studied Fine
Arts and Psychology at Hunter Col-
lege and anatomy drawing at the
Art Students League. My interest
in mysticism led me to apprentice
with a Serbian monk studying Byz-
antine iconography in Astoria and
later with a Buddhist monk, learn-
ing Mandala painting in Pokhara,
Nepal. I still use ancient techniques
today—making my own paints and
working with pigments, metals,
precious stones—blending these
ancient traditions with modern
views. I traveled extensively living
and experiencing different cultures,
religions and rituals that give me
knowledge on many cultures.

The question of Greek and Ameri-
can influences is complex and inter-
twined and can’t be separated from
my being or my work. I carry the
deepest traditions of the old world
within my DNA and psychology—
passed down from my parents and
grandparents and favorite philoso-
phy—while living as a free woman
and global citizen in the constantly
evolving landscape of NYC.

My parents are from Northern
Greece, Kastoria. Their lives, like
many others, were deeply marked
by the wars, so much so they mi-
grated when very young from
Greece. My families stories consist-
ed of heroism, bravery, pride, hard-
ships and survival of the Balkan
Wars, WWI, WWII, and the brutal
Greek Civil War—and the scars of
those conflicts still resonate in my
family history. My mom is from
Epiros, her family left their ances-
tral land, when she was a baby to
never return. My father’s roots in
Dispilio are deep within the pictur-
esque town on the lake, that hous-
es a Neolithic Civilization and now
museum, including The Dispilio
Tablet, one of the oldest written
forms on record, dates back 7,700

ears. Being an immigrant and

elonging to nowhere and every-
where is part of my narrative. The
odyssey is deeply imbedded within
from birth.

Greece, is more than a place, she
is a grand idea, that has always in-
fluenced me through her light,
myths, philosophy, and mysticism.
As a child, stories of heroes and
their journeys shaped my under-
standing of human nature. I con-
nect with the psychological arche-
types these stories present within
all of us. The ancients where highly
intelligent to human nature. Socra-
tes, inspires me especially his com-
mitment to the truth—even in the
face of death. Platos republic has
stayed with me throughout my life.
The emerge of the cave into the light
has influenced my life greatly that
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Exploring Art, Identity, and Heritage: Agni Zotis on Bridging
Ancient Greece and Modern Creativity

The City

Fire Heart

I painted a series called Be Nice.
Other series of work, such as Punk
Monk and The Headless Pig, reflect
my personal experiences and my
desire to examine human patterns.
One vivid childhood memory of

my grandfather sacrificing a pig for
Christmas gave me the image of the
pig running aimlessly, headless—a
metaphor for how humanity often
strugﬁles to escape its own patterns.
Another series is called “Step into

HELLENICNEWS.COM
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the Light” inspired by Heraclitus,
“You Can't Step into The Same Riv-
er Twice, for other waters are con-
tinually flowing”

In past years I reexamined the
Odyssey and worked on a series
called “Silver Lining” all about the
journey to return home, which is
the self.

My work constantly explores the
tension between the microcosm
and macrocosm, examining our ex-
istence and the journey of self-dis-
covery, KNOW THYSELF

.HNA: How do you view the dis-
tinction between modern and clas-
sical art? Is it still meaningful in the
art {Jrocess or education? Where
would you place yourself?

Art, for me, is a direct reflection
of life. I have no interest in distinc-
tions or boundaries, as I believe art
has the ultimate power to transcend
these and offer a broader pers]lbec—
tive on existence. Art is Fure an-

uage—it tells the truth, along with
the good, the bad and the ugly. It is
the only form of expression where
one can be truly authentic.

I believe in mastery and the im-
portance of developing one’s craft.
An artist must understand their
medium and its language, which
takes time and dedication. Without

assion and emotion, art becomes

ollow and meaningless. I strive to
create work that transmits hope,
beauty, and deeper meaning.

Regarding art education, I don't
think formal schooling is crucial,
but making work is. My process is
rooted in tapping into emotions
and finding a way to communicate
them through the medium. As a
contemporary artist, I see myself
as a free spirit, living a life that is
a masterpiece in itself. ’'m deeply
interested in philosophy, mysti-

cism, and quantum physics—ask-
ing questions without easy answers.
I love engaging with the world and

helping others see that we can create
beauty, even in a world that often
feels overwhelmed by scarcity and
ugliness. Our outlook is a personal
choice we make every day, whether
we are aware of the decisions or not.

HNA: What is your creative pro-
cess?

My work explores the relationship
between cosmology and divinity. I
a}l>proach my practice in series, ex-
ploring a specific theme and con-
cept, each painting part of a puz-
zle—each piece contributes to the
whole. The underlying theme of my
work has been individuality within
universal consciousness, honoring
nature’s uniqueness while recog-
nizing its connection to the whole.
Paintings are mirrors of self-reflec-
tion, imbued with meditative ener-
gy and passionate emotion. They
inspire to look within and question
external reality. Just as electrons
orbit atoms, atoms make up mol-
ecules, molecular structure takes
form, planets form solar systems,
and the big bang erupts energy and
matter into existence, the paintings
plays on the interconnectedness and
representation between the micro
and the macrocosm—as a continu-
ally blossomin§ fractal. Primordial
essence is explored through color
and form demonstrating vibration
of an emotion in motion. Light is
used as knowledge, and the way it is
used changes what we perceive “To
Be”.

I mix my own colors, careful-
ly selectir(llg igments, precious
stones, gold, silver, phosphorescent
and bioluminescent materials. The
physical act of creating becomes a
g}?thering and release of energy on
the canvas, at first raw, full bod
engagement, representing free-will
and allowing for destiny to take its

lace, as the materials become alive,
ollowed by precise and detail-ori-
ented brushwork as I build layer
upon layer. I work obsessively, each
layer representing time, growth,
and the process of being.

I have developed my technique
over three decades that utilizes
light to shape perception and alter
our understanding of reality. I har-
ness the subconscious mind and in-
tuition to guide the flow of energy.
Just as humans, reflect light in our
physical bodies and spirit, so too
do the pigments and raw miner-
als I use. They absorb, reflect, and
refract light, creating a living di-
alogue between color and energy.
My goal is to create paintings that
are alive with color, transforming
and flowing as the viewer interacts
with them.

HNA: You've spent a lot of time in
Greece in recent years. Can you tell
us about your inspirations and as-
pirations there? What is your next
project?

My projects in Greece are an hon-
oring and merging of the ancient
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Agni with His Excellency Koichi Ito, the Japanese Ambassador in Athens and
Ilias Katsos, president of EMBCA

world—my roots—with the mod-
ern world where I belong. Durin
the pandemic, trapped in NYC an
forced to look even deeper within
myself, I revisited the Odyssey and
the question of “what is home?”
This exploration reinforced the idea
that home is the acceptance of self, a
concept that I continue to reflect on
in my work.

Returning to Greece has also been
inspired by the support of my col-
lectors and supporters. While my
network has always been interna-
tional in New York City, I feel it’s
now time to connect more deeply
with my heritage.

This journey feels like a nostos
(homecoming)—a personal Odys-
sey. I've come to appreciate Greece
more fully as an adult. 'm drawn to
its simplicity, its complex history,
and the humanity embedded in its
culture.

Last year, I painted a body of work
on Paros at Cycladic Arts, inspired
by Despotiko, an important recent
archaeological discovery. Despo-
tiko, located near Antiparos, was
a hub of commerce in the ancient
world. My series, Odyssey of Time,
reflects ti,lis connection to Time,
Devotion and Resilience. Antipa-
ros, which my son introduced me
to over a decade ago, remains one of
my favorite islands in Greece, and
we've shared many precious memo-
ries as a family.

In in past September, I was in-
vited by Ilia Katsos to create a new
series of paintings called Fireflies,
which contemplates the ethereal
and impermanent nature of being.
This project draws from the writ-
ings of Lafcadio Hearn, 17th-centu-
ry Japanese Haiku masters, and the
heroic act of the Japanese captain
who saved over 4,000 Greek and
Armenian lives during the barbar-
ic burning of Smyrna in 1922. The
event, Hellenic/Japanese Relations:
From Lafcadio Hearn to the Tokei
Maru, was sponsored by EMBCA
and hosted by Mary Cardanas and
The Demos Center at The American

College in Athens. In Athens, I was
honored to speak about my work in
the presence of ambassadors and
representatives from Greece, Ja-
pan, Ireland, and the United States.
During this event, EMBCA present-
ed the Humanitarian Award to His
Excellency Koichi Ito, the Japanese
Ambassador in Athens.

In late October, I participated in a
group exhibition with Gris Festival
at the Michael Cacoyannis Founda-
tion in Athens.

During my time in Greece, I also
revisited my hometown of Kastoria.
I plan to create a project reflecting
the 8 millenniums of fascinating
history in this beautiful city. It is
home to one of the oldest lake set-
tlements, to the Byzantine Empire
to name a couple. Looking ahead,
I hope to visit Epirus and Dodona,
which hold deep personal and his-
torical significance for me. There
are also plans for exhibitions in Ath-
ens and teaching opportunities. I'm
working on several exciting projects
with tremendous potential, which
I'll share as they come to fruition.
One major project is preparing a
major exhibition in New York City,
while also developing global teach-
ing initiatives.

In my view, its time for us, as
Greeks, to rediscover and celebrate
our own history—beyond the suf-
fering caused by war. Understand-
ing our past is essential to creatin
a better future. More importantly,
believe it’s time for the world to rec-
ognize Greece for what it truly is:
not just a beautiful tourist destina-
tion or a place defined by political
corruption, but the cradle of West-
ern civilization. Greece represents
pure intellectual light and humani-
ty, which should be recognized and
honored before the forces of global-
ization transform it irrevocably.

Ultimately, I aim to connect the
dots between Greece’s ancient past
and its place in the modern world,
sharing her story with a global au-
dience.

HELLENICNEWS.COM
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Hellenic News of America at-
tended the flag-raising ceremony
for the new members of the UN
Security Council. Evangelos Se-
keris, Greece’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations,
expressed his gratitude and com-
mitment to global peace. Greece
also made its first intervention at
the Security Council, addressing
peace efforts in the Middle East.

In a ceremony filled with emo-
tion, the Greek flag was raised
outside the United Nations Se-
curity Council chambers in New
York on Friday, January 2nd. The
annual event marks the begin-
ning of the term for new mem-
bers of the Council. Greece,
elected as a non-permanent
member for 2025-2026 on June
7, 2024, received overwhelming
support with 182 votes out of
193 UN member states. This is
the third time in its history that
Greece has held this position,
following terms in 2005-2006
and 1952-1953.

The Flag-Raising Ceremony

Held in a specially designated
area outside the Security Council
chambers, the ceremony attract-
ed significant media attention.
Diplomats, staff from Greece’s
Permanent Mission to the UN,
and a select group of guests, in-
cluding family members, gath-
ered to witness the event.

Leading the delegation was
Ambassador Evangelos Sekeris,
who raised the Greek flag and
delivered a brief address. He ex-
Eressed gratitude to Kazakhstan
or initiating the tradition of this
ceremony and congratulated the
other new members: Denmark,
Pakistan, Somalia, and Pana-
ma. He also thanked the outgo-
ing members—Ecuador, Japan,
Switzerland, Mozambique, and
Malta—for their contributions.

“Standing here, 1 feel both
gratitude and a profound sense
of responsibility representing
my country, said Ambassador
Sekeris. “greece assumes this
critical role for the third time in
its history during a particularly
challenging period.” He empha-
sized Greeces dedication to the
principles of the UN Charter
and international law, aiming to
act as a “bridge” between North
and South, East and West, while
contributing to peaceful conflict
resolution.

Ambassador Sekeris, address-
ing the Greek attendees in their
native language, reaffirmed
Greeces commitment to UN
principles and the importance
of resolving disputes fairly and
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Flag Raised at the United Nations

————

peacefully.

A Symbolic Moment

After the ceremony, Greece's
delegation took commemorative
photos in the Security Council
chambers, where the country’s
nameplate was positioned be-
tween Guyana and France. The
Flacement symbolically high-
ighted Greece’s historical ties to
France, a founding EU member
and a permanent Security Coun-
cil member.

Greece’s First Intervention at
the Security Council

Later that day, Greece partic-
ipated in its first intervention

uring an emergency Security
Council session convened by Al-

eria, the current Council Presi-

ent, to address the situation in
Gaza.

Ambassador Sekeris called for
an immediate ceasefire, the un-
conditional release of hostages,
and unhindered large-scale hu-
manitarian aid delivery. He con-
demned the tragic conditions in
Gaza and emphasized adherence
to international law, including
the prohibition of using hospitals
for military purposes and attacks
on such facilities.

While affirming Israels right
to self-defense, Ambassador Se-
keris noted that military pres-
sure alone cannot eradicate ter-
rorism or extreme ideologies.
He stressed that all actions must
align with international and hu-
manitarian law.

CELEBRATING 2(J+YEARS OF ﬁ--SPARTA
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Marketing, Design,
and Beyond

At BUSINESY, we specialize in strategic public relations, innovative
marketing, and compelling design. Our expert team blends creativity and

strategy to craft powerful narratives that resonate with your audience. We
offer comprehensive services including website design, social media
management, event planning, and content creation.
campaigns to unforgettable events and tailored consulting, we amplify your
voice and enhance your presence. Partner with us to transform your vision

From engaging

into reality and achieve unparalleled success in the dynamic world of m——

business.

OUR SERVICES

Search Engine Optimization

Propel your brand to the top of search
engine rankings and increase organic
traffic with our SEO strategies.

Event Planning

From concept to execution, we handle
every detail, ensuring a seamless and
memorable experience for you and your
guests.

Public Relations

Our experienced team crafts compelling
narratives that elevate your brand’s
reputation and foster deep connections
with your audience.

[Susinesy

PR | Marketing | Design | Social Media | Event Planning | Consulting Firm

Social Media Content & Management

We handle everything from content creation
to community engagement, ensuring your
social presence is always on point.

Brand Awareness

We develop and execute strategies that
resonate with your target audience, ensuring
your brand remains top-of-mind.

Web Design and Development

Build responsive, user-friendly websites
that deliver exceptional user
experiences and drive conversions.

% hello@businesy.com
o www.businesy.com
. 610-202-3614
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The 34th Annual Hermes
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Expo: A Premier Platform for

Busmess Growth and Networking — June 25,2025

OMOGENEIA

The 34th Annual Hermes Expo
is back, bringing together an in-
credible mix of industries, pro-
fessionals, and innovators for a
day of business growth and net-
working opportunities. Sched-
uled for Wednesday, June 25,
2025, at the prestigious Grand
Marquis in Old Bridge, NJ, this
event is the ultimate marketplace
for forging connections, building
partnerships, and growing your
business.

Now is the time to register as
an exhibitor or sponsor and po-
sition your brand at the forefront
of this influential platform!

Why the Hermes Expo?

For over three decades, the
Hermes Expo has built a reputa-
tion as a cornerstone for business
growth and collaboration. With
a focus on fostering connections,
the Expo provides a live market-
place for industries including:

Food and Beverage
Healthcare and Technology
Real Estate and Finance
Tourism and Hospitality
Manufacturing and Retail
Non-Profit Organizations

This year, the Expo will deliver
even more opportunities to:

Connect with Decision-Mak-
ers: Meet industry leaders, en-
trepreneurs, and professionals
eager to collaborate.

Showcase Your Brand: Gain
exposure to a targeted audience
and stand out in a competitive
market.

Leverage the Hermes Network:
Access an influential network
that spans local, national, and in-
ternational businesses.

The Hermes Expo is not just an
event—it’s a business growth en-
gine that opens doors to new col-
laborations, markets, and strate-
gies for success.

Who Attends?

The Hermes Expo attracts a
dynamic mix of professionals,
including:

Entrepreneurs and small busi-
ness owners

Corporate executives and deci-
sion-makers

Investors and financial leaders

 Government officials and pol-

icymakers
Industry innovators and com-
munity leaders

This diverse audience ensures
that exhibitors and sponsors
connect with the right people
to elevate their businesses.

Exhibiting or sponsoring at
the Hermes Expo gives your
business:

Prime Visibility: Stand out
with print, digital, and event
promotions.

Targeted Networking: Meet
high-value attendees and deci-
sion-makers.

Brand Showcasing: A platform
to highlight your products and
services to a receptive audience.

Grand Awards Dinner

The day will conclude with
the prestigious Grand Awards
Dinner, celebrating exceptional
Greek Americans and Philhel-
lenes who have excelled in their
industries and contributed to
their communities. This elegant
evening features:

Networking with high-profile
attendees and honorees.

Recognition of outstanding
achievements across industries.

A night of celebration, inspira-
tion, and connections.

Register Today!

The 34th Annual Hermes Expo
is your gateway to building con-
nections, expanding opportuni-
ties, and driving success. Wheth-
er you're looking to exhibit your
business, sponsor the event, or
simply attend and network, now
is the time to secure your spot.

Visit: www.hermesexpo.com

Email: aphrodite@hermesex-
po.com
About Hermes Expo

Since 1992, the Hermes Expo
has been a driving force for busi-
ness growth and collaboration in
Greek-America. With its strong
network, multi-industry focus,
and ability to connect profes-
sionals across borders, the Expo
continues to foster innovation,
partnerships, and economic de-
velopment.
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34th Annual

NETWORKING
BUSINESS EXPO

34 Years of Connecting Industries, Empowering Innovation,
and Accelerating Growth Across Key Sectors: Food, Beverage,
Healthcare, Finance, Tourism, Technology, and More!

June 25, 2025

Grand Marquis, Old Bridge, NJ

Pre-register online to visit for FREE!
www.hermesexpo.com
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Discover Ithaca:The Timeless Beauty of Greece’s Mythical Island

OMOGENEIA J/

Nestled in the heart of the Io-
nian Islands, Ithaca is more than
just a destination—it’s a journey
into the soul of Greek mytholo-
gy, natural beauty, and cultural
heritage. Known as the legend-
ary home of Odysseus, Ithaca
continues to captivate travelers
with its idyllic landscapes, rich
history, and authentic Greek
charm.

Explore the Mythical Legacy of
Ithaca

Ithaca holds a special place in
Greek mythology as the home-
land of Odysseus, the hero of
Homer’s epic, The Odyssey. Vis-
itors can immerse themselves
in the island’s mythical allure
by exploring landmarks like the
Cave of the Nymphs, the Ar-
chaeological Museum of Vathi,
and the Palace of Odysseus ru-
ins, thought to be the remnants
of the heros ancient kingdom.

Natural Beauty That Inspires

With its lush green hills, tur-

OMOGENEIA -

Athens is set to become the
first city in southeastern Europe
to host the 39th European Film
Awards, on January 16, 2027. Ac-
cording to an announcement on
Wednesday; this is the result of a
successful proposal submitted by
the Hellenic Centre for Cinema,
Audiovisual Media and Creation
(EKKOMED) - Creative Greece,
to the European Film Academy.
The proposal was supported by
the Ministries of Culture, Na-
tional Economy and Finance and
Tourism.

The event marks a prime mo-
ment for the Greek film industry
and the promotion of the coun-
try on the European and interna-
tional cultural scene.

EKKOMED - Creative Greece,
in collaboration with the Euro-
pean Film Academy, will under-
take the organisation of the main
ceremony and the parallel events
that will take place in January
2027. The event will be support-

quoise waters, and secluded
beaches, Ithaca is a paradise for
nature lovers. The island offers
stunning coastal views, crys-
tal-clear bays like Filiatro Beach
and Sarakiniko, and picturesque
hiking trails that lead to breath-
taking vantage points. Ithaca’s
unspoiled beauty makes it a
must-visit for those seeking a
tranquil escape.

Authentic Greek Culture

Ithaca’s charm extends beyond
its natural wonders. Visitors can
experience authentic Greek cul-
ture in the island’s quaint villag-
es, such as Stavros and Kioni,
where traditional architecture
meets warm hospitality. Enjoy lo-
cal delicacies at seaside tavernas,
explore artisanal shops, and im-
merse yourself in the island’s vi-
brant festivals, which celebrate
its history and traditions.

A Destination for All Travelers
Whether youre a history en-
thusiast, a nature adventurer, or
simply seeking a relaxing get-

ed by important public entities,
including the three ministries,
the Municipality of Athens,
the Region of Attica, the pub-
lic broadcaster ERT, the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation Cultural
Centre (SNFCC) and the Thes-
saloniki International Film Fes-
tival.

Culture Minister Lina Mendo-
ni stated: “Athens welcomes one
of the most emblematic events
of European cinema, having the
honour of hosting, for the first
time, the awarding of the 39th
European Film Awards, on the
initiative of the Hellenic Centre
for Cinema, Audiovisual Me-
dia and Creativity - Creative
Greece, which also undertook
the joint organisation of the
event. The selection of Athens
validates its dynamism as an in-
ternational cultural pole, host-
ing events of supralocal scope,
a dynamic core of the modern
creative industry, strengthen-
ing the extroversion of domestic
audiovisual production. It is, at
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away, Ithaca offers something
for everyone. Its timeless appeal
combines a sense of adventure
with peace and serenity, making
it a perfect destination for fam-
ilies, couples, and solo travelers
alike.

Plan Your Ithaca Adventure

Ready to discover the magic of
Ithaca? Plan your journey to this
mythical Greek island and expe-

The Charming Village of Kioni. Source www.Greeka.com

rience its blend of history, beauty,
and culture firsthand. Whether
youre tracing the steps of Od-
ysseus or soaking up the Ionian
sun, Ithaca promises an unfor-
gettable escape.

For more travel inspiration and
updates, visit Hellenic News of
America to explore the best of
Greek destinations, culture, and
heritage.

_Greece.
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the same time, an outstanding
opportunity to renew the bonds
of our creators with their Euro-
pean counterparts. It highlights
their high-quality work, prov-
ing that the systematic efforts
of the Ministry of Culture are
bearing fruit with the constant
encouragement and substantial
support of the Greek audiovisual

learn more

il

——

EYPONAIKHE AKAAHMIAZ
KINHMATOTPA®OY
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sector. By combining the perfect
aesthetic result with commercial
extroversion, it demonstrates
that culture is both a good and a
product, supporting the workers
in it. I am sure that in a few days
creators and audience will enjoy
a unique event, the success of
which is guaranteed”

SOURCE; ANA-MPA
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LETTERTOTHE EDI'TOR
Letterfrom the Publisher

Dear Readers,

As we welcome 2025, I would like to extend my warmest wishes to you and
your loved ones for a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. May this
year bring peace, joy, and countless opportunities for personal and collec-
tive growth.

This January, as we reflect on our shared journey, I am reminded of the vital
role the Hellenic News of America plays in connecting, informing, and em-
powering the Greek-American and Philhellenic communities. For 38 years,
we have been your trusted source of news, culture, and inspiration—cham-
pioning the stories and values that unite us.

Your support, as subscribers, is what makes this possible. Subscribing or
renewing your subscription is not just about receiving a newspapers; it is an
investment in preserving our heritage, amplifying our voice, and

ensuring that future generations remain connected to their roots. It is
through your continued engagement that we can thrive, grow, and deliver
the quality journalism you deserve.

With each issue, we strive to provide meaningful content, celebrate our
achievements, and address the challenges we face as a community. Wheth-
er it's highlighting the contributions of Greek entrepreneurs, showcasing
cultural milestones, or advocating for our collective interests, the Hellenic
News of America remains steadfast in its mission to serve as the heartbeat
of our community.

I encourage you to subscribe or renew your subscription today to ensure
that this legacy endures. Together, we can build on our shared successes and
embrace the opportunities that lie ahead.

Thank you for being part of our story. Your trust and loyalty inspire us to
continue our work with passion and purpose.

Wishing you and your family a wonderful New
Year filled with health, happiness, and hope.

Warm regards,

A/u/maite K otrotsios

Aphrodite Kotrotsios

CEO & Publisher

Hellenic News of America
aphrodite@hellenicnews.com
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“Our first meeting for 2025 is
an opportunity to pursue our
tasks with enhanced vigour. A
difficult year is ahead of us. Be-
yond our borders, wars are rag-
ing, economic uncertainty and
instability prevail in many soci-
eties, while the climate crisis is
becoming increasingly threat-
ening if we think about the un-
precedented fires in California,”
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitso-
takis said in a cabinet meeting on
Friday.

“However, despite the difficul-
ties that exist, Greece is respond-
ing positively as a country of sta-
bility in an unstable world and
as a political and governmental
majority which today inspires
confidence in the midst of re-
peated governmental crises from
Germany to Canada, another G7
country which has entered a po-
litically testing time,” he pointed
out.

He also spoke of an economy
“which continues to be an opti-
mistic exception in Europe,” not-
ing that this fact was also reflect-
ed by the further de-escalation of
inflation.

As the premier pointed out,
however, there were still prob-
lems and this was why the gov-
ernment was “starting the year
with an initiative that essentially
concerns the proper functioning

" OMOGENEIA 7

Greece’s relations with the
United States “were, are, and
shall be very close, of strate-
gic importance,” government
spokesman Pavlos Marinakis
said in the Mega TV program
“Live News” on Wednesday.

“This is well-known and has
been cultivated several decades
now, and will continue to be
cultivated under the new lead-
ership. We have every reason to
believe that,” he added in the in-
terview.

He pointed out however that
what events showed within
Europe and beyond it is that
“Greece exports stability, radi-
ates security, and is one of the
few exceptions — including very
powerful economies even - it

of the state, a reform that aims
to ensure that disciplinary jus-
tice in the State is administered
much more quickly and that
those guilty of breach of faith do
not go unpunished.”

“Despite the progress that has
been made, today we have more
than 2,500 cases that are still
stagnating in 92 disciplinary
councils. In half of them, in fact,
the process has not yet started, a
rapporteur has not been appoint-
ed and the time to complete the
procedures can sometimes ex-
ceed five years.

“Obviously, this situation is not
acceptable, and that is why the
Interior Minister will propose a
new scheme, which will involve
many more officers of the Legal
Council, who will focus on this. I
believe that this legislative initia-
tive constitutes a profound polit-
ical choice that clearly states our
position for speed, transparen-
cy, and full accountability of the
State,” he said.

The cabinet will also have the
opportunity to discuss a bill of
the Ministry of Finance, which
strengthens the capital market,
the premier noted. “The capital
market is a key tool for the devel-
opment of the private economy.
We are particularly interested in
the way in which we will estab-
lish additional incentives, specif-
ically for the listing of companies
on the stock exchange, and we
place an emphasis on small and
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Mitsotakis: Greece a country of stability in an unstable world

medium-sized enterprises. It is
important that dynamic Greek
enterprises can obtain new fi-
nancing channels so that they
can in turn support the overall
growth potential of the econo-
my, Mitsotakis emphasised.

But, of course, he added, “our
minister will also talk to us
about a sector that has been
widely discussed recently, that
of cryptocurrencies. We will at-
tempt to bring order to a field
that remains, for the most part,
cloudy and unregulated. We do
not demonise a rapidly growing
market, but we are attempting to
establish some rules for public
protection and mainly safe infor-
mation controls, warnings about
the very high risks involved in
such investment activities.

“We are essentially aligning
the national framework with the
European one regarding abusive

B
Ourrelations with the US were, are, and will remain very close,
and of strategic importance

votes for budgets that reduce
taxes and increase citizens' in-
comes. [...] It has political sta-
bility, it has an economic stabil-
ity, and none of this is a given in
very large economies in Europe.
This was not accediental. It is
certainly the result of a specif-
ic policy by the government of
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. It is a result
of citizens’ sacrifices.”

Marinakis said that despite
progress, a lot remained to be
done yet, including in creating
better and better-paid jobs, in-
creasing households’ incomes,
and providing more funding to
health. The goal for 2025 and
2026, he said, is to bring Greek
wages closer to the average Eu-
ropean ones, especially for the
middle class, young people, and

pensioners with low monthly
checks.

practices that are recorded in this
environment,” he said.

The Greek premier noted that
Greece is “a leading force of cer-
tainty and growth. Together, we
are leading Greece to progress,
but I believe that we also play an
important role in European de-
velopments. But, of course, no
leadership position is predes-
tined. It depends on the contin-
uation of our work, on the inten-
sification of our pace and, above
all, on the implementation of our
election programme. That is why
the Greek citizens trusted us 18
months ago and this is what we
have a duty to implement, and
obviously 2025 is an absolute-
ly critical year in the link of the
chain that will ultimately lead us
to the national elections of 2027,
he concluded.

SOURCE; ANA-MPA

SOURCE; ANA-MPA
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A last farewell to Costas Simitis at the Athens Metropolitan Cathedral

" OMOGENEIA ____/

Friends, family, politicians and
representatives of foreign delega-
tions bid their last farewell to for-
mer Greek premier Costas Simi-
tis at the Metropolitan Cathedral
of Athens on Thursday, along-
side many ordinary citizens who
wished to pay their last respects
to the former prime minister.

The funeral service was offici-
ated by Archbishop Ieronymos
of Athens and All Greece. Eulo-
gies were delivered by the Pres-
ident of the Hellenic Republic
Katerina Sakellaropoulou, Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis,
main opposition PASOK lead-
er Nikos Androulakis, as well
as professors Yannis Voulgaris,
Tasos Giannitsis (former min-
ister) and PASOK spokesperson
Konstantinos Tsoukalas.

After the ceremony at the Ath-
ens Cathedral, the procession
headed to the First Cemetery of
Athens for the final farewell. The
ceremony will be concluded with
a rendering of honours for the
twice-elected prime minister of
Greece.

Sakellaropoulou: We say good-
bye to a major figure of our con-
temporary history

“Today, we sorrowfully and
with honour say farewell to a
major figure of our contempo-
rary history, stated President of
the Hellenic Republic Katerina
Sakellaropoulou on Thursday,
during her eulogy at the funeral
of former prime minister Costas
Simitis at the Athens Metropoli-
tan Cathedral.

Sakellaropolou underlined that
“Costas Simitis defended democ-
racy and its principles steadfast-
ly and with conviction, passion
and reason, through words and
deeds, throughout his life. He
fought against the dictatorship,
he was a distinguished academ-
ic and teacher, a man of ideas
and practical reason, who left
his deep mark on the post dicta-
torship era with his own distinct
and timeless political example”

Speaking about his work, she
noted that “with European so-
cial democracy and the reform-
ist wave as his guiding princi-
ples, Costas Simitis introduced
into our political consciousness
and culture a new method and
perception of governance. He
focused on rationality, plan-
ning, commitment to high goals
and the ethics of duty, on low-
key, daily and systematic work.
He steered clear of popular but

cheap rhetoric and easy popu-
lism, with a moderate and mea-
sured speech and a democratic

Mitsotakis: An opponent of the
dictatorship and a steadfast ad-
vocate of democracy

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis described Simitis as “an
opponent of the dictatorship and
a steadfast advocate of democra-
cy, while delivering his funeral
address on Thursday.

Mitsotakis spoke of a “noble
adversary,, whose institutional
position demanded that he be
honored as he deserves, adding:
“Our parties succeeded in com-
ing together at two critical mile-
stones: Greece’s accession to the
euro and Cyprus’ entry into the
EU”

The prime minister stated that
Costas Simitis now belongs to
history and referred to three leg-
acies of the deceased that are al-
ready visible:

The first was “his unwavering
faith in the European orienta-
tion and his constant
effort to bring Greece
closer to the most de-
veloped states of Eu-
rope.

The second was
his way of governing
and the methodical
recording of the pri-
orities that had to be
turned into action,
based on planning,
careful work and
control, aiming for
measurable  results.
The third legacy, ac-
cording to the prime
minister, was that in
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addition to his involvement in
politics, he always found time to
read, to listen to music, to go to
the theatre, and that he loved the
role of a simple husband and fa-
ther.

Greece honours the prime
minister who ‘made a strong
Greece within Europe reality’

Greece honours the prime min-
ister who “made a strong Greece
within Europe reality and left an
indelible mark on the post-jun-
ta history of the country, main
opposition PASOK-KINAL lead-
er Nikos Androulakis said on
Thursday in his eulogy for Cos-
tas Simitis.

“The country’s political world
is diminished, as it has lost a
great personality of international
stature, who creatively and with
sound arguments enriched the
public debate,” Androulakis said,
delivering his eulogy at the fu-
neral of the former prime min-
ister at the Athens Metropolitan
Cathedral.

“Simitis had identified early on
the historical roots of the state’s
maladies and had shaped the
political vision for overcoming
them,” he added.

Listing the former premier’s
accomplishments, Androulakis
noted that the Simitis had suc-
ceeded in turning Greece into a
country with national self-con-
fidence, social justice and ex-
troversion, adding that Simi-
tis “strove for these values and
rallied a large social majority
around the political vision of re-
form... while giving it a clearly
progressive content, as his works
attest, long before the words lost
their real meaning.”

“Costas Simitis helped to shape
history and was an equal inter-
locutor of the world’s most pow-
erful leaders, someone who al-
ways knew how to win with his
credibility and realism,” Androu-
lakis emphasised.

SOURCE; ANA-MPA
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Minoan Palace of Phaestus to get new protection shelters,

OMOGENEIA ___ /

Improvements in the archaeological
site of Phaestus (Phaistos) on Crete will
protect the architectural remains from
the weather and allow better access to
people with disabilities, the Ministry of
Culture said on Wednesday.

According to a statement, the proj-
ects are fully funded by the Regional
Business Program ‘Crete’-NSRF 2021-
2027.

The Central Archaeological Council
approved among others the reports on
stabilizing and restoring ancient re-
mains at the site south of Heraklion,
replacing the shelters of exposed ar-
chitectural parts that were built in the
’60s, and supporting the slopes of the
Minoan Palace, particularly against
flooding.

As Culture Minister Lina Mendoni
said, “The Minoan Palace of Phaes-
tus, the second most important palace
complex on Crete, is a major archae-
ological site of high tourist attraction,
which is included in the candidacy
folder Greece has submitted for a serial
registration of Minoan palaces on UN-
ESCO’s World Heritage List of monu-
ments in 2025”

The new shelters relate to those of
the Royal Apartments and a section
of the Old Palace, while three smaller
shelters cover the extant wall slip and
the western bastion.

Mendoni said the program to im-
prove accessibility for people with
disabilities is already being run by the
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become accessible to disabl

ministry through the ‘Crete’ 2021-
10127 program, and is budgeted at 2.5
million euros.

Site history

The hill the palace is built on was in-
habited continuously from the 4th mil-
lennium to the 2nd century BC. The
Old Palace was built between on the
hill between 1900 and 1700 BC. By the
end of the Old Palatial period, it had a
surface of nearly 9,000 square meters.
It was twice destroyed by earthquakes
and rebuilt, and the remains of three
successive building phases are well

-

preserved and visible in the southwest-
ern section under the shelter (walls up
to 6 m meters high).

The New Palace was built at a high-
er elevation, following its predecessor’s
complete destruction around 1700 BC.
The new one was inhabited continu-
ously until the middle of the 15th cen-
tury BC, when it was completely de-
stroyed. The city around it continued
to be inhabited, flourishing in Geo-
metric years (810-700 BC) and in the
Hellenistic era (323-67 BC). Around
150 BC, the city of Phaestus itself was

Sl *

completely destroyed.

Excavations began in 1900 by Italian
archaeologists Federico Halbherr and
Luigi Pernier, the latter of whom dis-
covered the Phaestus disc. Excavations
on the New Palace were completed by
1909, and work at the site continued
occasionally until it fully resumed in
1950 by Doro Levi, who also excavated
the Old Palace before wrapping up the
excavations in 1971.

SOURCE; ANA-MPA

LEGAL SERVICES
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APEX MEDICAL &
"REHAB CENTER

Locked Down With
Back Pain?

Scientifically Proven Over 86% Effectlve 1

» Herniated or Bulging Disc
» Degenerative Disc

* Sciatica

* Pre/Post Surgery Patients
* Acute & Chronic Low
Back Pain Relief
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The World S best party rot/sser/e

Model 350 with legs and options -54” long x 24” wide x 28” high

For Home Or Picnics roast whole lamb,
pig or 1 dozen chickens

* Thousands of satisfied customers
recommend it.

¢ Heavy-Duty galvanized metal
construction, rust resistant.

e Easy to secure lamb/pig on skewer
with smart spine hooks.

e Full Warranty. Garrett Pain & Re_hab
* Call (847) 439-9110 32 Garrett Rd Upper Darby
Model 300 with options -54” long x 24” wide x 9" high

.
Optimal Automatics, Inc. Dro Ang elo KarakaSIS
120 Stanley Street ® Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 -
jg@optimalautomatics.com ® www.autodoner.com
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THE RESTAURATEUR MAGAZINE

THE RIGHT MEDIA FOR THE PROMOTION
OF FOODS AND WINES
IN THE GREEK-AMERICAN RESTAURANT MARKET

37 years in the service of restaurateurs, importers and producers both
in the United States and Greece

Estiator Magazine: 421 7th Ave., Suite 811, New York, NY 10001
TNA. 212-967-5016 | estiator@estiator.com | www.estiator.com

HELLENICNEWS.COM



20 HELLENIC NEWS OF AMERICA
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Make your first decision the right decision

Aivazoglou & Mikropoulos
Attorneys at Law

Free legal advice with no obligations

*Work injuries
* Auto accident cases
'Business law

 Epyauka Atuxnpata
+ Epnopiko Aikalo

+Criminal defense » EykAnpatoAoyika
*Divorce + XpEWKONNOELG
610-876-8880

Fax: 610-876-9399
1425 Chester Pike, Eddystone, PA
1930 Rt. 70 East # L 59, Cherry Hill, NJ 856-751-0070

DIMITRIOS SPANOS
HUB INTERNATIONAL
DIMITRI.SPANOS@HUBINTERNATIONAL.COM
516.776.4020

EXPERIENCED SENIOR ACCOUNT MANAGER WITH A DEMONSTRATED
HISTORY OF WORKING IN THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY.
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/3y PROUDLY GRAFTED IN
£BREWING Co. | ANCASTER BUUNTY, PA

Brewing fince 1995

-

— -
41 FOR SUPPORTING mm? \ 0 0 50 SUPPORTING INDEPEARENTY
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WELCOME TO LANCASTER

1 Here at Lancaster Brewing Company,
we unite our obsessive commitment

to quality ingredients with equal

measures of creativity, skill and

experience, to brew consistently

[

5TRAW ERRn DOUBLE ;
ﬁgg |z HEAT CHOCC}M:ILE
1151 CANNED BY LANCAST! E'H-__;_ ‘ -lhnunx{umrum. - 1100 CANNED By

“AMERICNS50  BRONZE  SILVER 97 OVERALL
BESTSTOUTS”  AWARD MEDAL RATING

great beer. Lancaster Brewing beers
are available at better restaurants,

[ s

bars and beer retailers throughout
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New
York, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware
and Washington DC.

-FOOD AND WINE -NYIBC, 2017 -WORLD BEER -RATEBEER.COM CeRTIFIED
MAGAZINE, 2017 CHAMPIONSHIP
2017 GOLD WINNER
PA BREWERY OF THE YEAR N Y | B C

MNEW YORK INTERMNATIOMNAL BEER COMPETITION

ASK FOR LANCASTER BREWING ON YOUR NEXT BEER ORDER

NEW YORK PENNSYLVANIA
Boening Brothers 631-957-0200 - 1098 NY-109 Lindenhurst, NY 11757 Ace Distributing 717-755-0774 + 100 Mifflin Dr. Wrightsville, PA 17368
Oak Beverages Inc. 845-353-1800 « 1 Flower Ln. Blauvelt, NY 10913 Allegheny Beverage 814-838-7606 « 2177 West Grandview Blvd. Erie, PA 16509
Brewery Products 717-757-3515 « N. Sherman St. York, PA 17402
NEW JERSEY E. H. Kleckner 570-524-2402 - 126 Chillisquaque St. Montandon,IPA 17847
Hunterdon Bev. 908-454-7445 - 12 Coddington Rd Whitehouse Station, NJ 28889 . V
Inco Bev. 814-266-8651 - 147 Allison Dr. Johnstown, PA 15904
MARYLAND Serena A. Kirchner 717-872-1400 - 2740 Charlestown Rd. Lancaster, PA 17603

Nittany Bev. 814-238-3031+ 139 N. Patterson St. State College, PA 16801
Northeast Eagle Dist. 570-654-6767 « 1000 S. Township Blvd. Pittston, PA 18640
Penn Beer 215-487-0300 - 2801E. Township Line Rd. Hatfield, PA 19440
Resort Beverage 570-629-1686 + 2903 PA-611 Tannersville, PA 18372
Vecenie Dist Co. 412-821-4618 - 140 North Ave. Millvalle, PA 15209

Bob Hall LLC. 301-627-1900 « 5600 SE Crain HWY. Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
BP Lesky Dist. 301-733-0787 + 120 Western Md. Pkwy. Hagerstown, MD 21740
Chesapeake Bev. 410-646-5500 « 10000 Franklin Sq. Dr. Nottingham, MD 21236
Wantz Dist. 301-733-3131 - 11743 Hopewell Rd. Hagerstown, MD 21740

DELAWARE

Dops Inc. 301-839-8650 - 116 Pates Dr. Fort Washington, MD 20744 VIRGINIA
Select Wines 703-631-8100 - 14000 Willard Rd, Ste 3 Chantilly, VA 20151

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Dops Inc. 301-839-8650 « 116 Pates Dr. Fort Washington, MD 20744

£MCMM£ o ‘eow 302 NORTH PLUM ST. LANCASTER, PA 17602
g PHONE (717) 391-6258 « FAX (717) 396-0531

LANCASTERBREWING.COM  CONNECTWITHUS B @LANCASTERBREW
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Anoyaipetiotrjpia EkbrfjiAwon tov
nipog Tyurjv Tov Mpéofn TC. Toolvn

/

OMOGENEIA

ATIOXQUPETIOTNPLO
dopyavwoe  TO
Apepkaviko
EmpeAntipto  mpog TRV
tov mpéoPn twv Hvopévov
[ToAtterwv TCoptC Toovvn.

Onwg avagépeTal oe
avdptnon Tov emipeAnTnpiov
0T HECA KOVWVIKAG SIKTOWONG,
«to American — Hellenic Cham-
ber of Commerce Siopydvwoe
éva eyKApOLO ATOXALPETIOTHPLO
yeovpa ot 7 Iavovapiov 2025,
TPOG TIUAV Tov Tp€oPn Twv
Hvwpévov IMohteiwv George J.
Toovvng.

Ieprtpryvpiopévo

yebpa
EXAnvo-
Eumnopuco

ano

(e0TAOLd KAl OLVTPOPIKOTNTA,
T0  AlOIKNTIKO

ZvupovAio

eféppace TNV el\kpviy TOL
evyvopoovvny otov  IIpéofn
Toovvn yia TNV  TPAYUATIKN
QWi TOV, TNV EUTTVEVOUEVN
ovvepyaoio Kol TNV apEPLOTN
vrootpién tov. Ot Tpoomabelég
OV gxovv npowdnoel
LOXVPOTEPOLVG OLKOVOLKOVG
KAl ETMXELPNUATIKOVG  OeTHOVG
netafd Hvwpévwy IMoAtetwy kat
EM\G&Sag, evar epfabivouv Tov
Seopo petald twv dvo eBvav. To
yevpa NTav yepdto yéAto, Kahn
ov{NTNON KAl KOLVEG AVAULVIOELG,
YLopTAlovtag TG OVOLAOTIKEG
ovvOéoelg  Kal  EmTELYHATA
mov o@upnAathOnkav kata T
ddpketa g Onreiag Tov otV
EAN&Sa».
[THI'H: ATIE-MIIE

g R

ENnvo-Apep
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Stay Connected, Stay Hellenic:

HNA

Subsecribe to the Hellenic News of America
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and Ignite Your Greek Spirit!
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Zxébia eméxtaong me epeuvnikiic Spacmpiémrag ¢ TESLA omy ENGSa

=

OMOGENEIA 4

Me tov emkepalng Epevvag
Kat ZxeSlaopoy TV NAEKTPIKWV
kvntpwv G TESLA, Ap.
Kwvotavtivo Adoxapn,
ovvavtOnke v Tetdptn n
veLTOVPYOG  AvamTuéng, Zowr

Pantn.
Onwg avagépel og avaptnon
NG OTa  pECA  KOLVWVIKNG

dwtdwong n veumovpyos, «...

TPOKEIUEVOL 1] KALVOTOHOG
épevva  TIOL  TAPAYETAL  ATIO
v  etalpela va  emektadel,

ov{ntnoaye pe tov Ap. Adokapn,
TG duvaromnteg  mepaTépw
oTrpEng oL VTIAPYOLVY.
AvaluTikd 0TV avapTtnon tng
T VPUTIOVPYOG AVAPEPEL:
«Zrnuepa eixa TNV xapa va
emokeBw T0 KéEVTPO Epevvag
kat Avantvéng g TESLA oto
EKEOE «AHMOKPITOZ», oto
TAQUOL0 TWV ApUOSIOTHTWY [OV
WG LVELTIOVPYODL  AVATITLENG,
appodiag yla Tnv €pevva Kat Tnv
KaLvoTopia, Kat va ovvavtndw
ue tov  Ap. Kwvotavtivo
Adokapn, emkepalng Epevvag

Kat Zxedlaopod Twv NAEKTPIKWV
kwvntipwv TG TESLA, kabwg
KOl [LE TO EPEVVITIKO TPOCWTILKO
NG eTapeiag.

21 ddpketa TG OLVAVTINONG
Hag, o Ap. Adokapng avéAvoe Tig
EPEVVNTIKEG SPAOTNPLOTNTEG TNG
TESLA otnv EAAGOa ot omoieg
nepthappdavouv:

a. Tnv  avémtoln  tov
AoYlo{KOD Ylo TOV OXeSLAOHO
TWV NAEKTPOKIVITHPWV

B. Tov oxedaoud, TNV
mapaywyn  Kat TN Sokiun
TPWTOTOTIWV YL Th BeATiwon Twv
VTIAPXOVTWV NAEKTPOKLVITIPWYV
Kol TNV Tapaywyn véwv

y.  Tig  doxipég  véwv
VAIKOV yla Tr Xpnon oTovg
NAEKTPOKIVITHPES TNG ETALPELG.

To Ymovpyeio  Avdmtvéng
éxet omnpifel TV epevvnTikn
dpaotnpiotnra g Tesla otnv

EMG&Sa  pe  xpnuatodoTika
gpyaleia, OMWG TO TPOYPAUA
« Epsvvw -  Anupovpyn -

Kawvotopw» ylatnvektéleondvo
EPEVVITIKWV £€PYWV OLVOALIKOD
npovmoloylopov1.483.468,05
gVpWw He ONUOCLA CUUUETOXN

763.129,01 evpaw.

H TESLA, otig epevvnTikég
NG eykataotdoelg otnv EANada
anaoyohel mepLOoOTEPOVG ATIO
40 unxavikodg, oTnv mAeoyn@ia
TouG EAAnveg aANd kat amd ahAeg
xwpes TG EE, e€atpetika vynArng
efeldikevong  kat  ovpPaile,
TOOO OTNV TAPAWOVY] OTN XWpPa
KOPLPAIWY  ETMOTNUOVWY, 00O
KOl OTNV €MOTPOPT] TOLG ATIO
10 efwTepkd, TPOOPEPOVTAG
guKalpleg VYNANG €PEVVITIKNG
KapLépag.

IIpokepévov 1 KAVOTOUOG

gpEvva  TIOV  TOPAYETAL  ATIO
v etawpeia  va  emektabei,
ov{ntoape pe Tov Ap. Adokapn
TIG  OuvaToTNTEG  MEPAUTEPW
oTrpt&ng oL LIIAPXOLV.
OMoxAnpwvovtag ™
oLVAVTNON pHag, edwoa
ovyxapntnpla oTOoV Ap.
Kwvotavtivo Adaokapn kat otovg
epevvntég TG TESLA, ot omoioy,
HEOW TNG TTPWTOTIOPOL €pYyaciag
Toug mpodyovv Oebvwg  TIg
ETOTHEG KAl TNV KALVOTOpiw.

ITHI'H: AITE-MIIE
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H Hellenic News of America oTo xpiotouyevwidtiko £0ptactiké YKaAd
Tov EAAnvoapepikavikol Epmopixkol Empe}\m'np(ou ToUu New Jersey

OMOGENEIA

2y ekdnAwon amovepnOnkav

Ta  emnota  PpaPeia ToOv
EMUEANTNPIOL eV  SLVALKO
Tapov  €0woav Ol  OUOYEVEIG

kabwg kat ot veolaia.

Tov ®wtn Kahapmdakov-Spe-
cial to the Hellenic News of
America.

‘Evav arnd TOVC IO
dnuo@ileis  kat  TOLOTIKOVG
xwpovg  exdnhwoewv NG
eAANVIKIG  opoyévelag  TOL

New Jersey eméhe§e ya tnv
eTnola XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKN
xopoeomepida TOV TO
EX\nvoapepikavikd  Eumopikd
EmpeAntipio - Greek Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce.
Enpokelto yla 10 peyalompemnég
“The Venetian” otnv meploxn
tov Garfield H exdniwon
elxe wg oTOXO OXL HOVO va
QEPEL KOVTA TOUG OWOYEVELG
ETUXEIPNUATIEG  plag  TIEPLOXNG
mov 0@UCet and EAAnviopo aiAd
Kat va PpaPevoet dakplBévteg
eTIKELPTHaTiES, va SWaEL Eupaon
OTN VveoAaia KAl TN VEAVIKN
ETURELPNUATIKOTNTA  aAAG  Kat
VA ATTOVEIIEL e EMONUOTNTA Tal
etnota Ppafeia tov.

Tovgemokéntegotnv moAvTeNN
atBovoa mov katakAeioTnKe Ao
TOVG ETMIOKETTEG LTOOEXTNKE O
nmpoedpog  TOv  emipeAnTnpiov
LNwpyog ZapprG. Avdpeod Tovg
TIOANOL SLAKEKPILEVOL OHOYEVEIG
£ITE WC ATTAOL ETOKETTEG, £ITE KAl
E TNV EeTMOonuUn «OHOYEVELAKN»
OLOTNTA,  AVAUESA  TOVG O
Ap.  IlIavog  Zravplavidng,
npoedpog TG opoomovdiag Twv
OHLOYEVELAKWYV OPYAVWOEWYV TOV
New Jersey, aAAa kat péAog Tov
LVOTITOVTOV e TN tOLOTNT& TOL
wG 8LOKTATN Xpvooxoiov, TNV
TOPALOVH LAAOTATWVEYKALVIWV
€VOG VEOU KATAOTNUATOG TOV
opilov tov. Emioelg onpavtikd
HEAN Kal mpwnv Tpoedpol Tov
EmpeAntpiov  Xat{nhovkag
kat Kvpitong, ekmpoowmol twv
Tpamelikwv opidwv M&T Bank
Connie Manolas and Sotiris
Hatzimanolis, Alma Bank Mar-
garita Pappas and Paul Kala-
maras. [Tapav kat o OpLTIKOG
npoedpog TG Hermes Expo,
¢ ékBeong-Oeopod  ya T
daovvdeon NG eAANVIKNG
ETUYELPNUATIKOTNTAG  UE TNV
EXM\&Sa kot Oxt povo, alAd kat
ekd0tng ¢ Hellenic News of
America Paul Kotrotsios.

O Twpyos Zappng mnpe
TO AOYO Yyl Vva €LXAPLOTIOEL

 Toug

TIAPEVPLOKOUEVOLG
ylo TNV Tapovoia  Tovg, va
avagepBbel  exteVwg  oTnv
loTopia TOv empeAnTNpPiov, TO
onoio 1Opvbnke TO 1992 KU
Bpioketal £€ToL NN oTNV TE€TAPTN
dekaetia TNG Tapovoiag Tov
OTa OUOyevelakd Spwieva Kat
va mAé€el To eykwio twv 8o
TPOOWTIWV TIOV eMEAEYN oAV VA
TiUnOovv 0N QeTIvr ekdRAwOT).
H mpwtn amd toug TIUWHEVOLG
nrav  n  Owknyopog Kvuprakn
Xptotodovhov, 1 omola emeAEYN
OXL HOVO YLaL TNV EMOYYEAHATIKT
™G emrvuyio, aAAd kat yia Tnv
akadnuaikn TG mapovoia,
agol ovveyilel va TIG €pevveg
Kat TG dnpootevoelg oe £yKpLta
EMOTNHOVIKA Teplodikd. AvTr
NG 1N £pEVVa, TOVIOE O KLPLOG
Zappne, TNV €@epe, wg pia and
TIG TEVTE POVO amd ONeg TIg
HITA, emheyeioeg vmotpOPovG,
otn Pwoia, oe kdmowa emapyia
otnVv omoia 1 K. XptotodovAov
HeAéTnoe  KATOlEG  TITULXEG
NG PWOLKNG  Kolvwviag, Kat
apyotepa avt TN Qopa amo
TIPOCWTILKO  €VOLAPEPOV, Eplelve
yla mepattépw Epevva yua 8L
unveg otn Mooxa, KatL Tov frav
ao@aAwg o omovdaia eumetpia.
H Kvpwak  Xptotodoviov
dievBvver  pe  evBovolaoud
T TPOYPAHUUATA  VEAVIKNG
ETUXELPNUATIKOTNTAG oAAG  Kat
dtaovvdeong Tov emipeAnTnpiov.
2y evxaploTnpla  opthia
™g EHPAVWG Xapovuevn
amo v dlaitepn T, N K.
XptoT0dovA0V avaépOnke
oTig Opaoelg Tov empeAnTnpiov
aAAd Kal 0To yeyovog 0Tt 1 01K
G epyaocia Oélel pe kamolo
TpOTO VA  avTanodwoeL OTnV
eEANVIKT]  KOWVOTNTA KAl OTO
i0to To empeAnTrpto TN Pordeta
OV  AUTO  TPOCEPEPE  OTNV
i0ta, agov OMwG TOVIoE TOCO T
TPWTN gpyacia, 6tav Teelwoe
TO TOVETOTHHLO, OCO Kal Ol
emOleveg  Heyaleg  evkalpieg
emayyeApatikng avéh§ng mov
™mG  Tmpooéplnkav,  Eyvav
ano TPOCWTA TOV YVWPLOE OF
ekdnAwoelg Tov Greek Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce, kot
Kaleoe TOovG Véovg va €pBouvv
TILO KOVTA O€ aUTO.

To eMOUEVO Bpapeio
amnovepnOnke oTov mponyovpevo
Mpoedpo  TOL  emipeANTNpiov
MixanA  Xat{nlovkd, yia TG
dokveg mpoomnddeleg Tov yla TO
ETUUEANTNPLO, TNV OUOYEVELOKN
ETXELPNHATIKOTNTA AAAG KAl TOV
Tpwneo aplipo exdnilwoewv
TIOL OPYAVWOE, OTIWG TOVIOE GTNV
eloaywytkn tov opAia o Nwpyog
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Zappng, Aéyovtag OTL 0 THXNG
elvat ynAd yia tov idto. O kbpLog
Xat(nhovkdg evxapiotnoe omod
Kapdlag Tov véo Tpoedpo Kal
guxaplotnoe yia Tt Pondeid
TOVG O€ AUTO TOL TO €pYO Ta,
TapovTa 0TV aibovoa, PEAN TG
OLKOYEVELAG TOV.

AxoloOOnoe  éva  Eégppevo
YAEVTL pe XOpO OTOV OTIOIO e T1)
OVPHETOXN OAWYV.

Ye dnAwoelg tov Hellenic News
of America, o mpoedpog TOVL
empeAntnpiov Tiwpyog Zappng,
apov evxapioTnoe TNV ePnuepida
yla TV mapovoia Tng oTnNV
ekdnhworn, OéAnoe va Ttovioel
TNV TPOCWTIKY APOCiwaon OTOo

EMUEANTAPLO, AoV Kat O idl1og
OTIWG HAG ELTTE, £KAVE OTNV TPWTN
Haiiota ekdnAwon otnv omoia
elxe mapaPpedel, yvwpipieg mov
tov Porfnoav anogaclotika,
oTa TPWTA TOL Prjpata Kot
TOVioe TNV épgaon mov Oivel
kat Oélet va dwoel kat o i81og
OTO TIPOYPAUUATA TIOV APOPOVY
TOUG VEOUG emayyeApatieg Kat
emixepnpaties. IIépav opwg amno
™V enayyeApatikn Siktdwon o
KVpLog Zappns OéAnoe va tovioet
Kat TNy eAAnvikn dtaotaon Twv
ekdnAwoewv Tov emipeAnTnpiov
w¢G Oonueiwv ovvavinong Tng
eAANVIKNG OLLOYEVELAG.

HELLENICNEWS.COM
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OMOGENEIA

Bpafevtnkav ot OAvumiovikeg
g Hapaokvpmiddoag kat ot Maprav
kat Ntiv MntpomovAog

/

Tov ®wtn KaAwapmdkov - Special
to the Hellenic News of America

To etnolo moAvteAég ykaAd tng
opyavwong The Hellenic Initia-
tive amotelei mAéov éva peilov
KOOHKO YEYOVOG Ylat TNV EAANVIKT
opoyévela twv HIIA, oto omoio
OHWG OLPPEOVV  KAAEOUEVOL Kal
TPOCWTIKOTNTEG anmd OAov  TOV
KOOpo, ot omoiot tafdevovy 01N
Néa Yopkn edwd pe oavtn Tnv
agopur). H ¢@etivr), 12n and tote
nov kaBiepwOnke, ekdnAwon Nrav,
napd to Waitepa VYNAO Aoyw TOVL
@ avBpwmikol yapaktipa, Tiunua,
TOAEG pépeg TpLy sold-out kat To
noAvtelég Cipriani tng Wall Street
KatakAeiotnke amd T eAANVIKA
xpwpata. Ot kaleopévol  eiyav
TNV guKalpia va CUVOUIANOOLV Kal
va  @wtoypagndovv oT1o Xwpo
TOV KOKTEIA TpoToL 1 ekdnAwon

petagpeplei  otov  kabiepwpévo
XWpo.
v ekdnAwon mapaPpédnke

gl mAedda  Stakekpipévwy
OHOYEVWV KAl TIPOCWTIKOTHTWY
tov EMnviopov amo  Siagopeg
xwpes.  Emonuwg v EAAada
EKTIPOOWTNOE 1| TPEOPNG NG
EMGdag otig Hvopéveg TToAtteieg
Kupia Awkatepivn Naooika, n onoia
Tagi&\ye ard v OvactykTov,
EVW TIAPWV NTAV €K HEPOVG TNG
eAANVIKNG  KuPépvnong  kat o
vpumovpyog  Ilpootaciag  tov
IToAitn Avdpéag NikoAakomovAog,
o omoiog Ppokotav otg HIIA
yla oglpd emagwv oTa mAaiola
Twv appodotitwv tov. Ado amod
T TIPOOPATA  EMAVEKAEYEVTA
eEAANVIKNG  KaTaywyng HéEAN Tov
Koykpéoov €dwoav 10 mapwv.
[Tpokertat yia tovg Povievtég (US
House of Representatives) NikoA
MaAwtdkn, kat Kovotavtivov
(Tkag) Mmihipdkn. Amo v
Ovdotyktov tagideye kat o Mdik
MavdaTtoc.

[MapaPpéOnkav emiongo opoyevig
HEYLOTAVOG Lavvng (Tlov)
Kaowatidng, OVVOSEVOEVOG
and T ov{uyd tov Mdpyko Kat
T oTevn) Tov ovvepydrn Evtuvyia
[TuAaptvod-Piper,mtoANdamo TapeAn
Twv apXxovtwv Tov OIKovHEVIKOD
[Matplapyeiov  pe mapovta TOV
ETKEPANNG TNG OpYdvwong oTnv
Apepwcr] Ap. Avtaovn Avpmepdkn,
Ol ETIKEPAANG TWV OUOYEVELAKWV
ETMAYYEAHATIKOV EVOOEWY, OTIWG O
Nwpyog Zamdvtng and 1o cVANoYO
TV SIKNYOpWYV, amd 1o XWpo Twv
TEXVWOV 1] LOTOPIKOG TEXVNG Zwlita
[kovvtovva  emike@alng NG
npwtoPovliag “Greece in USA]
n Olya xat o Nikog Mmnopvolng
amo tnv Capital Link, n AvBovla
Katowatidn, n yvwotr oep Mapia

Aon kat moAloi dnpootoypdgot
amod ONa TA OUOYEVELONKA HEOA.
Entiong o matnp Ale§ Kaplovtoogo
omoiog €kave Kat TNV kabepwpévn
OTIG  OpOYyevelakeG  ekONAWOELG
TPOOELXT.

Tovg kakeopévovg kakwaooploav
ek pépovg tng The Hellenic Ini-
tiative ot dvo ovumpoedpor kau
OpLTIKA  UEAT  TNG  OPYAVWONG
Andrew N. Liveris kot George P.
Stamas, pe TOV TPWTO HAAIOTA Va
éxel Tafioéyel otn Néa Yopkn amo
v Avotpalia. Kat ot dvo ékavav
EKTEVI] aAVa@QOpPd oTNV LoTOpia TNG
i0puong NG opPyAvVWONG Kol TIG
npwtoPovlieg Tovg, TOViCovTag
™ HeyaAn Suvapkn  kat  TIg
dvvatotnteg  tov  EAAnviopod
Tovifovtag daitepa TNV aAlayn
TOL KAipatog amd TNV emoxn TNng
KpLONG OTN ONUEPLVI] AVAKAUYT), LE
v EAdda va dwatnpei ev péow
KatakAvopaiwv  aAaywv — oTto
OeBvég oknviko, TNV avodikn Tng
nopeia.

210 1810 KAipa kat Ta dVo nyeTika
oTeENEXN NG OPYAVWONG OV
avélaPav emiong va avagepOovv
otV otopia TG KAl va
TIAPOVOLACOVY  TOVUG  TIHWHEVOUG.
IIpoxertar yia tov Mduk Yappd
kat tov Tlov Kouvdovvn, pe to
devtepo va Tovilel v mopeia NG
EXM\adag ta tedevTaia xpovia, eva
o pwtog piAnoe yia tnv The Hel-
lenic Initiative wg tnv opydvwon
mov XpelaldTav yla va anoTteAéoel
Tov  O0gvTEPO  TIONO  OPYAVWONG
™G  opoyévelag  dimha  otnv
0pB680&n ekkAnoia mov eixe OAa
Ta TPONYOVHEVA XpOVia OXedOV
AmOKAELOTIKA avTr) TV gvBvVN.

Ektog amdé 10 Xapakthpa Tng
OVYKEVTPWOTG TWV XPNHATWYV Yla
TOVG OKOTIOVG THG 0pYAVWOoNG, KATL
10 omoio &emépace TG TPOTOOKIES,
1000 AOyw TNG TWANONG OAWV TWV
Béoewv aAld katAoyw Twv peyalwv
TPOCPOPWY KaTA TN OldpKela TOV
deimvov, ot omoieg mpoPdAlovtav
oTIG yryavtooboveg Ttov xwpov,
Kal autdv TNnG OLVAVINONG Twv
opoyevwy, To ykaia tng The Hel-
lenic Initiative €xet kabe xpovo
Kal Tov okomod TG PpaPevong
OLAKEKPIHEVWY  TIPOCWTIKOTHTWV
tov EAAnviopov amd o6Aovg Tovg
XWPovG. AITTOC HTAV 0 PETIVOG
xapaktipag g PpaPevong. Ano
N pia TR Onkav 6vo dtakekpipévol
opoyeveig Yoo TNV @lavBpwmikn
TPOOPOPA TOLG OTNV OUOYEVELA
kat Tov EAAnviopo, and tnv aAAn
amodolnkav TiHEg oe avBpwmovg
TwV omoiwv 1n TPooPopa eival
avekTipnTn kat Ogv  umopei va
amotiunOei oe xprjpata.

2V mpwIn  mePIMTWON oL
TIHWevVOL fTav To (evyog Mdpiav
kat  Ntwv  Mntpomovdog. O
yevvnuévog otny Apkadia EAAnvag
HEYLOTAvVaAG Kal ot c0{LYdg Tov, oL
omoiot cuvopiAnoav He OAOVG TOVG
TIAPEVPLOKOHEVOVG E TATELVOTNTA
KAl [Llo QUOLKT gvy€vela TiunOnkay
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Eopraotin) atpéopaipa, Glamour, E£ppevn SiaokéSaon aA\G
Kat ouykivnon oto sold-out 120 eoptactiké ykaAd tng The Hellenic Initiative

George P. Stamas, Senior Partner, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP; THI Board President/Co-Founder
2024 Honoree Marianne Metropoulos, Metropoulos Family Foundation
2024 Honoree Dean Metropoulos, Executive Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Metropoulos &
Co. and THI Board Member
John Koudounis, CEO, Calamos Investments; THI Board/Executive Committee and Gala Co-Chair

yta Ty oAvmAgvpn @iavOpwmikn
Tovg Mpooopd. O Stakekplévog
emxelpnuatiag  Tovioe OTL  eival
LTIEPNIPAVOG YA TV KATAYWYT] TOV,
dev Eexvael moté v EANGda kat
KATAXELPOKPOTOVHEVOG gime OTL Oa
OLVEXIOEL Vo IPOOPEPEL OTL PTTOpEL
yia tov EXAnviopo. H Mapiav
Mntponovlov, vmooxebnke ot
Oa tnpnoet v mapdTpLVON TOL
emke@alng tng The Hellenic Ini-
tiative x. XZtapov, mov Tng eime
AOTELEVOUEVOG, a@oy Tng émhele
TO gykwuto: «Mdplav ovvéxioe va
Eodevelg Ta Ae@td Tov Nty yua v
EMada»! H kvpia Mntpomoviov
ATMECTIA0E T XELPOKPOTHHATA TOV
OLVOAOV TV TAPEVPLOKOHEVWV
otav  eime ot awoBavetau
TIEPLOOOTEPO LTIEPNIPAVT] Yla TNV
eAANVIKT] TTAELPA TNG TAVTOTNTAG
NG amo oTL ya tnv Apepikavikn! H
Mapiav Mntponovlov eival petad
ANV 1 mapaywyodg TG Tawviag
«Clifts of Freedom» mov avagépetat
OTOV NPWIOUO TWV YLVALKWV TOV
2ovAiov. Toco ekeivny 600 kat o
o0{YOG TG ava@épOnkav 0to 6£0G
TIOV TOVG TIPOKAAEL 1 evaoxoAnon
pe TNV lotopia TNG €AANVIKAG
EMAVACTAOTG.

Amodéktng  TOL  TIUNTIKOV
Bpafeiov TG opyavwong nrav
emiong 1 eAAnvikr  oAvpmiakn
opdda  Twv  IlapoAvumoakwv
Aywvwv, tnv omoia otnpilet, kot
Ba ovvexioel Omwg vTooxEONKAY TAL
otehéxn tne, n Hellenic Initiative.
m Néa Yopkn ta&ideyav ya va
napalafovv to Ppafeio n xpvon
OMvpmiovikng g kohvpfnong
Alegdvdpa ZrapatomodAov kat o
apyvpog OAvpmiovikng, eniong Tng
KoAOpPNnong Avtwvng Toamatakng.
H mapovoia twv dvo kopvpaiwv
abAntwv yéuoe xapa tnv aiovoa
Kal Xapd petatpdmnke oe Pabid
ovykivnong, otav n Alegavdpa
ZTapatomovAov, Wlaitepa
ovykvnuévn kat 1 idia, éxaoe ya
Aiya devtepolenta TOV EPUO TG,

ekppalovtag NG xapd g yla
v PBpdPevon kat yia 1o KAipa
vodoxng amd TNV  OUOYEVELd.
Eniong ovykivnuévog oAld  kat
Otaitepa duvapkog o  Avtwvng
Toamatakng piknoe pe vepneaveta
yla TR onupacia Tov va eival
kaveig EAAnvag. Ot dvo opoyeveig
KATAYELPOKPOTHONKAY amd  Tovg
OlOYEVEIG Pe TN OvLYKivion aAAd
KAl TNV EVYVWHOOLVI Yla TO £pYO
avtwv Twv onovdaiwv abintav
Sdyvta otV atpdoPatpa.

To téhog tng Ppadiag eixe To
XOAPAKTApa €VOG EEPpPeEvOL TAPTL.
To povotko koppdtt avédapav amo
v mhevpd Tov Cipriani n Jimmy
Valli Band, evw n Hellenic Initiative
K&Oe xpovo @povTietn Staokédaon
va  €XEL EKTPOOWTOLG Kol  TNG
opoyévelag kat amo tnv EANada.
O Xmvpog E&dpag, Stakekpipévog
kiBapiotag kat ovvBétng nrav
0 EMKEPAANG TWV  OUOYEVADV
povoikwv pe tov Kwota Yapo
oto umovlovkKL, evw To KAipa Tng
eAnviknG Saokédaong petépepe
otn Néa Yopxn o @dvog Ietpéhng,
0 0TI0i0G Ol HOVO pe TO TpayoLOL
Tov aAAd kat pe Tov 1dlaitepo TpOTO
L€ TOV OTIOILO ETKOLVWVOVOE HE TO
KOLVO Katd TN Stapketa TG Ppadidg
feonkwoe TO KOO OAWV TWV
NAIKIwV 7oV avéPnke otV mioTa.
Avdpeoa 0Tovg «@av» Tov Odvov
[TetpéAn mov xOpeyav o€ EVTOVOLG
puOpovg  kat  @wtoypagnOnkav
polt tov Eexwpoav 1 Totdva
MnAatvik, n Mapyko Katowpatidn
aAla kat o TCov Mmihipdxng, evaw
o EA\nvag tpayovdiotng é8woe
KL TO HIKPOQWVO Yo Eva Tpayondt
OTN Vveapr] opoyevn TpayovdioTpia
Elaine Poulos, pe 10 yAévti va
KPATAEL WG TIG TIPWTEG TIPWLVEG WPEG
Kat va ovveyiletal wg Tig 4 1o mpwi
0¢ YVWOTO pmap NG mOAnG, oOTo
omoio eixe opyavwOei n mapdAAnin
ekdAwon Twv veapwv peAwv Tng
Hellenic Initiative.
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2024 St. Photios Shrine Essay Contest, Upcoming Events

OMOGENEIA

Congratulations to the stu-
dents who participated in the
2024 Kathie D’Anna Essay Con-
test where they were challenged
to reflect on how the St. Photios
Greek Orthodox National Shrine
stands as a beacon of strength
and hope to the Greek Orthodox
people and how, such a witness
to Orthodoxy, serves as an an-
chor and a beacon to our youth.

Submissions were received in
the senior division from Stella
Grace Hodges of Winston Salem,
NC, Paulina Kakalos of Merrick,
NY; Emmanuel Pittas of Mid-
land Park, NJ; Nikki Blathras of
Charlotte, NC; and Theodore
Marshall of Ellicott City, ND.
The judges chose the essay of
Theodore Marshall, of St. Deme-
trios Greek Orthodox Church
in Baltimore, MD, as the writer
who spoke to the topic and met
the criteria most fully.

Submissions were received in
the junior division from Mat-
thew Gervescu of Charlotte,
NC; William Hartgraves of
Cleveland, TN; Evie Soriano of
Winston-Salem, NC; and Irene

OMOGENEIA

T he AHEPA Journey to Greece
program is back for 2025, offer-
ing students a unique oppor-
tunity to explore their Hellenic
heritage, immerse themselves
in Greek culture, and create life-
long memories. Organized by
the American Hellenic Educa-
tional Progressive Association
(AHEPA), this transformative
program combines education,
travel, and cultural exploration,
fostering a deeper connection to
Greece’s rich history and vibrant
traditions.

What is the AHEPA Journey to
Greece?

The AHEPA Journey to Greece
program is designed for high

 Maria Zografos of Garden City,

NY. The judges unanimously
gave the highest points to essay-
ist Evie Soriano of Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church in
Winston-Salem, NC.

This is the final year of the
competition which was launched
in November, 2005. The trustees
of the St. Photios Foundation are
ever grateful to the D’Anna fam-
ily for underwriting all its ex-
penses over the past fifteen years
in memory of their beloved ma-
triarch, Kathie D’Anna.

Theodora Sergiou, St. Photios
Trustee and chair of the Essay
Committee, extends her thanks
to the judges Tom Lekas, Ele-
na Constantine and judge/con-
sultant Dianna Christakos who
noted, “the winning essays in
this competition were well-writ-
ten and focused on relationships
between God and us; and how
our faith and the Shrine impacts
our daily lives.”

The certificates of participation
will be signed by His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of
America and sent to each stu-
dent. Each winner will also re-
ceive a check for $1,000.
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" Writer and director,
Christina Eliopoulos

and

 British actress and social activist,
Julia Ormond

Saturday, January 11th at 2:30 p.m.

al
St. Photios Greek Orthodox
National Shrine

41 St. George Street, St, Augustine, FL

saint augustine

january 9 - 12, 2025

Here’s Yianni shows Saturday, January 11th at 12 noon in the Lewis Auditorium in
St. Augustine. Tickets can be purchased at: https://www.axs.com/events/773672/

saff-presents-heres-yianni-tickets.
mation.

B
Embark on a Life-Changing Experience: AHEPA's Journey

 school and college students of

Greek descent—or anyone pas-
sionate about Hellenic culture—
providing an unparalleled expe-
rience to study, travel, and grow.
Participants will:

Attend accredited courses on
Greek language, history, and cul-
ture.

Visit iconic landmarks such
as the Parthenon, Delphi, and
Olympia.

Engage in cultural activities,
including traditional dance, mu-
sic, and cuisine.

Network with peers and pro-
fessionals who share a passion
for Hellenism.

Why Join the Journey?

Supreme President Savas C.
Tsivicos emphasizes the impor-
tance of this program in his 2025
announcement, stating, “The
Journey to Greece program is a
cornerstone of AHEPA's mission
to promote education and culti-
vate an appreciation for our Hel-
lenic roots. It’s not just a trip—it’s
a journey of self-discovery and
connection.”

For participants, the Journey to
Greece program is more than a
travel experience; it's an oppor-
tunity to gain a deeper under-
standing of their identity, build
friendships, and strengthen their
connection to the global Hellen-
ic community.

Key Highlights of the 2025
Program

Dates: The program runs
during the summer, offering
flexibility for students with vary-
ing schedules.

Academic Credit: Participants
can earn college credits through
partnerships with renowned
Greek institutions.

Cultural Immersion: From an-
cient ruins to modern urban life,
the program provides a holistic
view of Greece.

Affordable Access: AHEPA
works to make this program ac-
cessible to all eligible students,
ensuring a life-changing experi-
ence at an affordable cost.

How to Apply

Applications for the 2025 Jour-
ney to Greece program are now

Call Polly at 904-829-8205 for further infor-

open! Students are encouraged to
apply early, as spaces fill quickly.
Detailed program information
and application forms can be
found on the AHEPA website.

Support the Future of Helle-
nism

AHEPA invites community
members, alumni, and support-
ers to help expand the program
by sponsoring a student or con-
tributing to the Journey to Greece
fund. Your support ensures the
continuation of this vital initia-
tive, connecting new generations
to their Hellenic roots.

Final Thoughts

The AHEPA Journey to Greece
program embodies the organi-
zation’s dedication to promoting
Hellenism, education, and cul-
tural exchange. By participating
in this program, students not
only gain valuable knowledge
and experiences but also carry
forward the torch of Greek her-
itage to future generations.

Join us on this incredible jour-
ney. Discover Greece. Discover
yourself.

HELLENICNEWS.COM
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Sparta Taverna: Authentic Greek Cuisine in Rldgeﬁeld Park, NJ

OMOGENEIA ___/

Sparta Taverna: Bringing the
Flavors of Greece to Ridgefield
Park Since 2004
For nearly two decades, Spar-
ta Taverna has been a cherished
destination in Ridgefield Park,
NJ, serving up authentic Greek
cuisine in a warm, family-friend-
ly atmosphere. Whether you're
dining in, taking out, or opting
for their fast local delivery, this
beloved eatery delivers a consis-

tently exceptional experience.

What Makes Sparta Taverna
Special?

Sparta Taverna is more than a
restaurant—its a testament to
Greek culinary traditions and
hospitality. Led by Executive
Chef and owner George Gk-
ouveris, who hails from Spar-
ta, Greece, the taverna captures
the essence of authentic Greek
cooking. Chef George’s journey
began in his family’s restaurant
in Sparta, fostering a deep appre-
ciation for the flavors of Greece.
This passion brought him to the
United States, where he earned
a Culinary Arts certificate and

—@—
Capital Link

opened Sparta Taverna.

Chef George’s dedication ex-
tends beyond the restaurants
kitchen. In 2022, he published
Simply Greek: From My Restau-
rant to Your Home, a cookbook
sharing classic recipes from
Sparta Taverna. Now, fans can
recreate these beloved dishes in
their kitchens.

Authentic Greek Dishes for Ev-
ery Taste

The menu at Sparta Taverna
features a wide range of tradi-
tional Greek dishes crafted with
love and precision, including:
Gyros
Moussaka
Fresh Greek salads
Delectable desserts like baklava

Each dish reflects Chef George’s
commitment to bringing the fla-
vors of Greece to the local com-
munity, making it a must-visit
for Greek food lovers.

A Community Favorite

Sparta Taverna stands out not
just for its food but for its heart-
felt connection to the commu-
nity. With its focus on family
values, quality ingredients, and

“SALADS ~ SOUPS

TRAPITIONAL
GRECK DISHES =

A [¢RING FOR

authentic dining experiences,
the restaurant has earned a loyal
following in Ridgefield Park and
beyond. It’s a shining example of
the importance of supporting lo-
cal businesses that bring vibran-
Cy to our communities.

Visit Sparta Taverna Today
Whether you're craving hearty

Investor Relations — Strategic Advisory - Conferences

New York — London — Oslo — Hamburg — Athens — Limassol

Shanghai — Hong Kong — Singapore — Tokyo
Best Wishes
for
Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays
&
A Healthy 2025

From the Capital Link Team!

230 Park Ave. Suite 1540 New York, NY 10169
Tel: +1-212-661-7566
www.capitallink.com

Nicolas Bornozis — President
Olga Bornozi — Managing Director

200581/445

\LL O<<ASIONS

Greek classics or a cozy spot to
enjoy a meal with loved ones,
Sparta Taverna is the perfect des-
tination. Located in the heart of
Ridgefield Park, this local gem
invites you to savor the rich fla-
vors of Greece and experience
true Greek hospitality.

Visit www.spartataverna.com
for more information.

HeLLenic News oF AMERICA
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3Peak Global Leadership Forecast: Navigating 2025

OMOGENEIA

As the world transitions into
2025, 3Peak Coaching & Solu-
tions shares critical insights for
leaders navigating today’s turbulent
global landscape. With operations
spanning North America, Europe,
the Middle East, South America,
the Caribbean, and Africa, 3Peak’s
mission is to empower leaders with
strategies to adapt, thrive, and drive
impactful change.

By sharing regional trends and
actionable resources, the organiza-
tion is helping leaders worldwide
embrace proactive leadership in
uncertain times.

Global Leadership Insights for
2025

Drawing from its work across
multiple regions, 3Peak has identi-
fied key leadership challenges and
opportunities for 2025:

Middle East: Leading Through
Crisis and Rebuilding

In 2024, the Middle East faced
unprecedented upheaval due to war
and instability. 3Peak worked di-
rectly with leaders in Lebanon, pro-
viding essential crisis management
support and resources for regulat-
ing emotions and making sound
decisions during chaos.

Key Challenges:

Navigating unpredictable condi-
tions.

Rebuilding from physical and
emotional devastation.

3Peak’s Recommendations for
Middle Eastern Leaders:

Focus on reflection and process-
ing of recent events to find physical
and emotional safety.

Use tools like sound healing and
guided visualization sessions to fos-
ter inner stability.

Europe: Breaking Free from Stag-
nation

In Europe, leaders are caught in a
“holding pattern,” hesitating to act
as they await external developments
involving the United States, Russia,
and China. This reluctance has pre-
vented many organizations from
adapting to shifting realities.

Key Challenges:

/

with Vision and Resilience

Fear of disrupting the status quo.

Loyalty to outdated systems and
practices.

3Peak’s Recommendations for
European Leaders:

Develop a clear vision and
take proactive action rather than
remaining frozen in uncertainty.

Engage in self-leadership exercis-
es and decision-making strategies
to move beyond stagnation.

United States: Embracing Change
and Building Stability

The United States experienced a
cascade of crises in 2024, from en-
vironmental disasters to geopoliti-
cal instability. Many leaders strug-
gled to adapt, overwhelmed by the
rapid pace of change and the uncer-
tainty it brings.

Key Challenges:

Resistance to addressing organi-
zational changes.

Lack of emotional grounding
during transitions.

3Peak’s Recommendations for
U.S. Leaders:

Strengthen leadership teams and
organizational structures to navi-
gate changes

Prioritize emotional intelligence
and inner resilience to maintain
stability during upheaval.

The Case for Global Leadership
Collaboration

Despite unique challenges in each
region, 3Peak emphasizes that lead-
ership adaptability is a universal

DESIGNED BY BUSINESY
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Mazen R. Harb, Ph.D., Gerasimos (Mino) Viahos, and Krisana Locke

need. The interconnectedness of to-
day’s world requires leaders to learn
from one another, share insights,
and collaborate to solve shared
challenges.

As 3Peak reminds us: “We are not
alone. Together, we can accomplish
so much more”

Practical Tools for Leaders

To help leaders address the chal-
lenges of 2025, 3Peak has curated a
range of resources:

Podcasts  self-leadership, de-
cision-making, and adapting to
change.

Guided visualizations for find-
ing emotional stability and inner
strength.

Articles on crisis leadership and
change readiness.

Explore these tools and more
at 3Peak’s Website to empower
yourself and your organization for
success.

About 3Peak Coaching & Solu-
tions

3Peak Coaching & Solutions is a
leadership consultancy dedicated
to Elevating Executive Mastery. We
specialize in transforming business-
es through leadership and team de-
velopment during transitions and
times of crisis. We focus on the 3
critical areas where chaos and con-
flict are most likely to appear: Board,
CEO, and C-Suite Misalignment;
Transitions into Executive Leader-
ship; Conflict Between Functional
Departments.

For more information, vis-
it 3Peakls Website or contact
Co-Founder Mino Vlachos at mi-
no@3peakcoaching.com.

YEARS

SPECIAL FARES
TO GREECE

2 ELENI'S TOURS
Explore the Magic

Special Travel Deals Await

Looking for the perfect getaway? Experience paradise
with our exclusive travel packages! From stunning
beaches to lively city scenes, we've crafted the ideal

Tour Guides @) Accommodation @

of Greece

escape just for you.

Airfare @j Transportation (&

Q@ BOOK NOW
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Harry P. Keares, 83

March 1, 1941 - January 05,
2025

It is with great sadness that our
family announces the passing of
Harry P. Keares, age 83 of Lan-
caster, PA on January 5, 2025
at Penn State Health Lancaster
Medical Center. Loving hus-
band, father and eldest of seven
siblings, Harry was born March
1, 1941 on the island of Kos,
Greece, to parents Petros and
Maria Keares and step-mother
Evangelia Keares.

An eternal optimist and adven-
turous at heart, Harry immigrat-
ed to the United States in 1956
seeking education and oppor-
tunity, making the three-week
transatlantic voyage alone at the
age of 15 without knowing a word
of English. He settled in Lancast-
er where he lived with his uncle
Apostoli and aunt Lillian. Always
a hard worker, he often held mul-
tiple jobs during his high school
and college years to help support
his family in Greece and to pay
his way through school.

Harry was a truly kind and
honorable soul who, in his 83
years, never had a bad thing to
say about anyone. He led by ex-
ample exhibiting honesty and
integrity, always looking for the
best in people and was quick
to offer a genuine smile and as-
sistance to those in need. He
instilled these qualities in his
children and took great pride
in their accomplishments and
education; daughter Maria and
Husband Jeft owners of Wyant
Architecture and sons Peter and
Nicholas, restaurateurs, brewers
and distillers. He also loved the
church and the Greek Orthodox
Service and remained a lifelong
member of Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Church in Lancaster
as well as St. Katherine Greek
Orthodox Church in Naples, FL.

An engineer and mathemati-
cian, Harry was always interest-
ed in the science and numbers
behind how things worked. He
attended McCaskey High School
and, given his English language
handicap, excelled at mathemat-
ics and physics. In 1964 he grad-
uated from Millersville Universi-
ty with a degree in mathematics
and minor in Russian language.

Harry’s first job was at RCA,
where he worked as an engineer
as part of the team tasked with
improving performance of the
color picture tube, and he quick-
ly excelled at process and data
analysis. In 1968, after accepting
an engineering position at Hon-
eywell Corporation, he moved
his wife Irene and young son Pe-
ter to the Boston suburbs where
daughter Maria and son Nicho-
las were born.

As the first of his immediate
family to arrive and establish
himself in this country, Harry
was very instrumental in helping
his siblings travel to and adjust
to living in the United States;
the spare bedrooms in his home
often occupied by his brothers
and sisters as they arrived from
Greece in the 1960’ and early
1970’s.

Thanks for reading Hellenic
News of America

Subscribe to HNA

In 1975 Harry joined brothers-
in-law Peter, Ted, George and
Pete Skiadas in Skiadas Brothers
Enterprises, a family company
operating restaurants and gift
shops in Pennsylvania. Harry
learned the business and applied
his systematic approach to man-
aging operations at the Windmill
Restaurant where his genuine
smile and kindness made him a
local favorite. In 1993, along with
sons Peter and Nicholas, Check-
ers Restaurant in Lancaster was
launched, followed by Doc Hol-
liday’s, Gibraltar and Lancaster
Brewing Company. Throughout
his professional career Harry
believed strongly in giving back
to the community that support-
ed him and his family, support-
ing local farmers, donating food
and beverages and raising hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars for
countless causes in central Penn-
sylvania.

Harry is survived by his loving
wife Irene Keares (nee Skiadas);
children Peter, Maria (Jeff) and
Nicholas (Athena) and grand-
children Reni, Kelli, Harris,
Rina and Effie. Harry is also sur-
vived by brothers Steven, Nich-
olas John, Costas, and sisters
Christina Hatzivasilis and Eleni
Kourgelis.

A viewing will take place Thurs-
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In Loving Memory of Harry P. Keares: A Life of
Dedication, Kindness, and Legacy
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day, January 9, 2025, from 6:00
to 8:00 pm with the Trisagion
Service at 7:00 pm at Annunci-
ation Greek Orthodox Church,
64 Hershey Avenue, Lancaster,
PA 17603. A second viewing will
take place Friday, January 10,
2025 at 9:30 am, followed by the
funeral at 10:30 am; the service
officiated by Rev. Hector Firogla-
nis and, brother of the deceased,
Rev. Costas Keares, at Annuncia-

tion Greek Orthodox Church, 64
Hershey Avenue, Lancaster, PA
17603. Interment in Conestoga
Memorial Park Cemetery, Lan-
caster, PA.

In lieu of flowers kindly con-
sider a contribution in Harry’s
memory to Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Church, 64 Hershey
Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17603.
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Philoptochos Ladies of “Saint Barbara” Host Luncheon
Honoring Their Patron Saint

OMOGENEIA /7

On Sunday, December 1, 2024,
the Philoptochos Ladies of Saint
Barbara at Saint George Greek
Orthodox Church in Piscataway,
NJ, hosted a special luncheon
at Pithari Taverna following the
Divine Liturgy to honor their Pa-
tron Saint. This annual gathering
celebrated faith, community, and
philanthropy, bringing together
parishioners and supporters.

Leadership and Gratitude

Mrs. Ann Sullivan, President
of the Philoptochos, warmly
welcomed attendees, express-
ing heartfelt gratitude for their
continued support of the orga-
nization’s charitable missions. In
her remarks, she highlighted the
Philoptochos’ vital role in uplift-
ing the community through acts
of charity, emphasizing the im-
portance of unity and service.

Special Announcements

A highlight of the event was a
brief address by Paul Kotrotsios,
who shared details about an up-
coming event on Sunday, De-
cember 8, 2024, at Saint George’s
Community Center. The event
will feature a keynote speech by
Dr. Charalambos Zacharatos of
Hackensack Meridian Health,
providing valuable insights to
the community.

Celebrating Faith and Fellow-

The luncheon was filled with
camaraderie, delicious food, and
a shared love for the parish. The
event was attended by notable
figures, including:

V. Rev. Nektarios Cottros, Pre-
siding Priest and newly appoint-
ed Chancellor of the Holy Me-
tropolis of New Jersey

Mr. George Athanasopoulos,
President of the Community

Eleni Parlapanidis, Chairlady
of the event

Honoring the Mission of
Philoptochos
This gathering exemplified

the extraordinary efforts of the
Philoptochos Ladies of Saint
Barbara, who continue to uphold
their mission of faith, charity,
and service. Through their un-
wavering dedication, they foster
a spirit of fellowship and grat-
itude within the parish and be-
yond.

Inspiring Community Engage-
ment

The Philoptochos reminds us
all of the power of community,
service, and faith. Events like
these not only honor their be-
loved Patron Saint but also in-
spire others to contribute to the
greater good, ensuring that the
spirit of Orthodoxy remains vi-
brant and strong.
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Christmas Customs and Blessings of Greek
Global Diaspora Schools

" OMOGENEIA

/

By Catherine Tsounis

An extraordinary Christmas
zoom program of Greek schools
in the USA, Europe and Afri-
ca were presented on Saturday,
December 21, 2024. The Feder-
ation of Hellenic American Ed-
ucators and Cultural Association
of America and the Institute
of Greek Language of the Uni-
versity of Western Macedonia,
Greece hosted the event. Carols
in Greek and English was sung
by children on 3 continents. A
feeling of pride and identity was
expressed by children in their
Christmas celebrations and tra-
ditions.

‘Religion and the Greek lan-
guage unite all of the Greek Di-
aspora communities,” said Mrs.
Stella Kokolis, President of The
Federation of Hellenic American
Educators and Cultural Associa-
tion of America. A special tribute
to President Kokolis leadership
on education was expressed by
all speakers. The Holiday season
is a time connection for Greeks
worldwide, through century old
traditions. From Christmas to
January 6th, traditions strength-
en Greek communities in their
heritage. Traditions are a bridge
to memories of Greece.

Peace and no war were echoed
by children and their educators
on 3 continents, referring to
the economic hardships of the
wars. [ was impressed with third,
fourth and 5th generation Stu-
dents in African Greek schools
singing Greek/ English carols.
The Greek community of Alba-
nia is holding on to their Greek
traditions. Children were cook-
ing traditional Greek foods in
their celebrations.

The program included the fol-
lowing education, diplomatic
leaders, and universities: Wel-
come by Ms. Stella Kokolis, Pres-
ident of Hellenic American Edu-
cators and Cultural Associations
of America; Program Moder-
ator Spyridon Bouras, PhD in
Applied Linguistics, member of
the “Timenos” Research Center
of MFA, ; Zetta Makri, Deputy
Minister of Education, Religious
Affairs and Sports of Greece; lo-
annis Katsaros, Secretary Gener-
al of the Ministry of Education,

Religious Affairs and Sports of
Greece; Panagiotis Passas, Head
of the General Directorate of
International, European Affairs,
Education of the Diaspora and
Intercultural Education; Ifige-
nia Kanara, Consul General of
Greece in New York; Dr. Anas-
tasios Koularmanis, Director of
the Office of Education of the
Holy Archdiocese of America;
Ioannis Chrysoulakis, Professor
Emeritus Chairman of the Ahe-
pa National Committee — former
Secretary General of Hellenism
Abroad and Public Diploma-
cy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
Philippos Fortomas, Member
of Parliament for Cyclades and
Chairman of the Special Stand-
ing Committee of the Hellenic
Parliament for Hellenism in the
Diaspora; Eleni Griva, Vice-Rec-
tor for International Relations,
Outreach and Holistic Care,
University of Western Macedo-
nia, Director of the Greek Lan-
guage Institute of the University
of Western Macedonia; George
Vlachos, Coordinator of Greek
Language Education, Johannes-
burg; Dimitra Patronidou, Edu-
cation Coordinator at the Con-
sulate General of Greece in New
York; Mrs. Vasiliki Filiotis, Pres-
ident of the Hellenic Education
Organization of America; Chris-
tina Tsardikou, President of the
Greek Cultural Event “Nostos”
in Argentina; Konstantina Ka-
petanaki, Representative of Hel-
lenic Classical Charter School in
Brooklyn and Staten Island.

Thanks for reading Hellenic
News of America

Subscribe to HNA

The Greek Diaspora commu-
nity schools that participated
included: Zografeio Lyceum of
Constantinople with Ioannis
Demirtzoglou, Principal of Zo-
grafeio Lyceum , Athens; Greek
Schools of Cairo, Egypt; Geor-
gios Kokorelis, North Africa
and Middle East Education Co-
ordinator; Athenian Academy
Clearwater and Fort 13.15PM
Myers, Florida Sevasti Varitim-
idou, General Manager of the
Greek Program; Plato Charter
Schools, Florida, Konstantinos
Aretis, General Director of the
Greek Program; -Sakheti School
Johannesberg, Africa and Dem-
osthenis Archondoulis, Profes-
sor of Greek Music and Culture,
SAKHETI School; Odyssey char-
ter School, Delaware, Dr. Ioanna
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Lekakou General Director of the
Greek Program; Vouliarati Uni-
fied School, Albania; Panagiotis
Barkas, Associate Professor, De-
partment of Greek Language, Lit-
erature and Greek Culture, Uni-
versity of Argyrokastro, Albania;
Department of Greek Language
(TEG) of Malta; “Saint George”
Mr. Kyrillos Katerelos, His Emi-
nence Exarch of Malta; Primary
School of Louboutin, D.R. Con-
go; .M. Angeliki Kotsoridi, Head-
mistress of the Primary School of
Louboutin, D.R. Congo; Greek
Language Departments Waib-
lingen, Baden-Wiirttemberg,
Germany; Kalliopi Zarogianni,
Teacher of the Greek Language
Departments Waiblingen; Greek
Language Department of Lusaka
13.55P.M. Zambia, Rania Tsirigo-
ti, teacher at TEG Lusaka; Gavria
Primary School & Kindergarten,
Arta, Aikaterini Zafeiri, Head-
mistress. Gavria Kindergarten
Arta, Greece; Hellenic Academy
Harare Zimbabwe, Africa, Io-
annis Economou, President of
the Greek Community Harare
Zimbabwe; Greek Schools Kin-
shasa D.R., Congo, Fotini Kyria-
kopoulou, Director of the Greek
Schools of Kinshasa, Congo; Pla-
to Afternoon School, Brooklyn,

President Stella Kokolis of The Federation of
Hellenic American Educators and Cultural
Association of America

Dimitra Tsafou.

Greek Christmas traditions
blend faith, family, and custom,
creating a unique holiday expe-
rience. These traditions bring
joy and unite Greek communi-
ties worldwide, fostering a strong
sense of connection within the
diaspora.
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Saint Demetrios Greek Language School Brings

New Year Carols to
OMOGENEA __ /

The Greek Consulate General in
New York City was filled with fes-
tive melodies and joyful children’s
voices on a memorable Friday af-
ternoon. Students from the Saint
Demetrios Greek Language School
in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania,
brought the traditional Greek New
Year carols to Manhattan, high-
lighting the enduring legacy of Hel-
lenism in the United States.

Traveling several hours by car,
the delegation—comprising stu-
dents, parents, and teachers—num-
bered around 50 individuals. The
group was led by Rev. Fr. Alexander
Kaitidis, community leader John
Vasiliou, and members of the com-
munity council and faculty. They
were warmly welcomed by Iphige-
neia Kanara, the Consul General
of Greece in New York, alongside
Petros Dorizas, Consul of Greece,
and Mary Vaxevanidou, Director of
Public Diplomacy in New York.

Upon arrival, the children were
greeted in the festively decorated
consulate. Guests enjoyed tradi-
tional Greek Christmas treats such
as melomakarona and kourabiedes,
along with hot chocolate and coffee.

Under the guidance of their teach-
ers and accompanied by a metallo-
phone played by one of the older
students, the children sang tradi-
tional Greek carols at the building’s
entrance. The scene was set with a
beautifully decorated Christmas
tree and the ever-present Greek
flag, creating a symbolic connec-
tion between the homeland and the
diaspora.

Consul General Kanara, cele-
brating her first Christmas in New
York, joined the choir, radiating joy
and holiday spirit. She also took
photos with the children, parents,

and teachers, making the event tru-
ly memorable.

The event highlighted the resil-
ience and vibrancy of Greek tradi-
tions in the diaspora, emphasizing
the importance of cultural heritage.
Visitors expressed their excitement
and gratitude for the warm recep-
tion and the opportunity to con-
nect with representatives of Greece.

As the delegation departed for
their return trip, Ms. Kanara per-
sonally thanked the attendees, in-
cluding the media representatives
such as the Hellenic News of Amer-
ica, and extended heartfelt wishes
for a Happy and Prosperous New
Year to all.

Grek

Consulate in NYC

| |
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11th Interantional Summer University

“Greek Language, Culture, And Mass Media”

OMOGENEIA

UNIVERSITY OF
IOANNINA
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
SOCIAL ISSUES, MASS MEDIA
AND EDUCATION LABORATO-
RY
MALIOTIS CULTURAL CEN-
TER AT HELLENIC COLLEGE

/

11th INTERANTIONAL SUM-
MER UNIVERSITY
“GREEK LANGUAGE,
CULTURE, AND
MASS MEDIA”

May 24-29 2025, Boston
. Under the auspices of the Hel-
lenic Parliament

The Social Issues, Mass Media
and Education Laboratory of the
Department of Early Childhood
Education, School of Education, of
the University of Ioannina, and the
Maliotis Cultural Center at Hellenic
College in Boston,

with the participation of:

- Ecumenical Patriarchate, Greek
Education Department,

- Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America, Department of Greek
Education,

- Greek Applied Linguistics As-
sociation

- Athens - Macedonian News
Agency

— Study in Greece

— The University of Chicago, Cen-
ter for Hellenic Studies, and

- Fondazione Vexillum,

organize the 11th International
Summer University “Greek Lan-
guage, Culture, and Mass Media”
The project is scheduled to take
place in Boston, on May 24 - 29
2025, at the Maliotis Cultural Cen-
ter (campus of Hellenic College at
50 Goddard Avenue) in Brookline.
It will be conducted through the
Center for Lifelong Learning of the
University of Ioannina.

The program enjoys the auspic-
es of the Hellenic Parliament and
will be held under the auspices and
with the support of the General
Secretariat for Greeks Abroad and
Public Diplomacy of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. It is underlined
that the program has been included
in the strategic plan of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs for Hellenism
Abroad (2024-2027).

The 11th International Summer
University has the special title:

Diaspora mass media: challenges
and prospects for the Greek lan-
guage and culture

Indicative topics:

- The international presence of
diaspora mass media and their con-
tribution to the modern Greek cul-
ture

- The contribution of the diaspo-
ra mass media towards spreading
and preserving the Greek language

- Depictions and representations
of Greece in diaspora mass media

- Diaspora mass media, identity,
and multicultural horizons

- Diaspora mass media and mod-
ern crises (memoranda, refugees,
climate, war, energy). Language
representations and symbols

- The teaching role of diaspora
mass media

- Possibilities for cooperation
and synergies, in the framework of
a global forum for Greek diaspora
mass media

A tradition of extroversion

Following 10 years of renowned
success for the program, the tradi-
tion of fostering extroversion and
synergies with prominent inter-
national institutions in education,
culture, and mass media continues.
It is reminded that, in the previous
years, the International Summer
University “Greek Language, Cul-
ture, and Mass Media” has been
supported by the Harvard Univer-
sity Center for Hellenic Studies, the
Hellenic Representation of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, the Association
of European Journalists (Greek de-
partment), the Orthodox Academy
of Crete, the French Department of
the Club de la Presse Européenne
in Paris, the Centre Culturel
Hellénique in Paris, the Instituto
De Letras in Rio De Janeiro Uni-
versity, the Department of Media,
Communications, Creative Arts,
Language and Literature, Faculty of
Arts of Macquarie University, the
Macquarie Greek Studies Founda-
tion in Sydney, and many more.

Participation

Directors and journalists of di-
aspora mass media in America,
Europe, Australia, Asia, and Afri-
ca will participate in the program.
Moreover, academics and research-
ers, intellectuals and artists from
Greek and foreign universities and
research centers will join the pro-
gram.

Free participation. The program
is addressed to

The program will be offered for
free. The program is addressed to
journalists, undergraduate and
graduate students, PhD holders,

Professor Nikoletta Tsitsanoudis - Mallidis,
Dean of the School of Education, University of
loannina

educators, and it accepts a number
of professionals with relevant inter-
ests, in the framework of lifelong
learning. The program offers certif-
icates of attendance and education-
al material to the participants.

The presence of mass media in
Greece and in the diaspora

The following organization sup-
port the program as communica-
tion sponsors: ERT, ERT 2, ERT3,
ERT WORLD, the First Program
105.8, the Voice of Greece, and the
Parliament Channel. Real FM, Real
News, and real.gr, along with ATH-
ENS VOICE and CNN GREECE,
serve as media sponsors, as well. The
Greek Service of Deutsche Welle is
also a media sponsor. The following
media sponsors also participate in
the program: Orthodox Observer
News, The National Herald in the
U.S.A., the daily edition of Greek
Herald, and the newspaper Neos
Kosmos in Sydney, the Hellenic
Public Radio of New York COS-
MOS EM, the H W Media Group in
Austria (diaspora websites https://
hephaestuswien.com/, https://pyra-
misnews.gr and the Greek-speak-
ing radio in Austria Hephaestus
Radio). Furthermore, the Pyramis
News, addressed to the Diaspora in
Africa and the Arab countries, also
participates in the program. Me-
dia sponsors also include the fol-
lowing diaspora media: Kallimera
Massalia, WNTN Radio-1550 AM/
Grecian Echoes in Boston, Hellenic
Radio from Bedfordview in Johan-
nesburg, the newspaper “Eleftheria”
in London, 2mm Radio, Sydney,
Darwin, Wollongong, the website
«Hyxw» of Central and South Afri-
ca, Broadcast Canadian & Interna-
tional TV Network (BCI media) in
Canada, NEWSVILLE in Belgium
and more.

Promoting the program

In 2025, the program is promot-
ed through a TV and radio spot,

Chrysoula Kourkounti, Executive Director of
Maliotis Cultural Center

with Giannis Bezos as the leading
actor and director. The production
was undertaken by the film produc-
tion company Production House,
with the directorial supervision of
Mr. Panos Manolitsis and his team.
Watch the spot here: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=852poHqA-
Wkw

Program direction

Professor Nikoletta Tsitsanoud-
is — Mallidis, Dean of the School of
Education at the University of Ioan-
nina and Harvard CHS - GR Asso-
ciate, is the Founder and Scientific
Coordinator of the Program. She is
also responsible for the unit “Greek
language, culture, and mass media”
unit within the Social Issues, Mass
Media, and Education Studies Lab-
oratory at the Department of Early
Childhood Education, University
of Ioannina. Ms. Chrysoula Kourk-
ounti, Executive Director of Mali-
otis Cultural Center, is responsible
for the administrative direction of
the program in Boston.

Information:

— Professor Nikoletta Tsitsanoud-
is — Mallidis, Dean of the School of
Education, University of Ioannina

email: nitsi@uoi.gr
website:  https://summerschool.
ac.uoi.gr

EPTAXTHPIO MEAETHZ
KOINQNIKON GEMATQN,
MME KAI EKITAIAEY>HX
[Moudaywykov Tunpatog
Nnmaywywv IHavemotnpiov
Iwavvivwov

Nikoletta Tsitsanoudis Mallid-
is, Outhog Amogoitwv Atebvovg
Oepvov Ilavemotnuiov.

- Chrysoula Kourkounti, Exec-
utive Director of Maliotis Cultural
Center

email: ckourkounti@hchc.edu,

website: https://maliotis.hchc.
edu/
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My Service to President Carter and His Service
to the World

" OMOGENEIA
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By Andrew Manatos

WASHINGTON, DC, January
9, 2025 - As I attend the funeral
today of President Jimmy Carter,
under whom I served as an As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce,
I am struck by what a unique
and extraordinary man he was in
many ways that are generally un-
known. For example, he showed
his humanitarian focus, which
later in life became widely rec-
ognized, soon after his election.
He had his State Department es-
tablish an Assistant Secretary of
State for Human Rights and Hu-
manitarian Affairs. It created a
hyper focus for America on these
important topics.

President Carter's Adminis-
tration also accomplished major
steps toward today’s admired
goals of attacking waste, fraud,
and abuse in our government.
Prior to President Carter our
country’s ability to redress mis-
treatment of citizens by our fed-
eral governments was terrible.
Typically, citizens’ complaints
were referred to the office of the
Secretary of the department who
usually referred it to the Depart-
ment’s General Counsel. The
problem was that frequently the
General Counsel was along-term
personal friend of the Secretary
who appointed him or her to this
prestigious position. President
Carter replaced that age-old,
“old boy’s” network with the es-
tablishment in each department
of an “Inspector General” Those
appointed had a background in
such investigations and were be-
holden to justice for the citizen
instead of the Secretary.

Two long-forgotten acts of
President Carter give insight into
his deep concern about our Af-
rican-American community. He
moved each department to do
whatever it could to help lift the
African-American community.
At the Department of Commerce
for example, we set aside 10%
of federal government building
contract funds for minority con-
tractors. President Carter also
presented the Presidential Medal
of Freedom to the highest reli-
gious leader to join Martin Lu-
ther King in his dangerous Sel-
ma, Alabama civil rights march.
That leader was Greek Orthodox

Archbishop of America, His Em-
inence Archbishop Iakovos.

President Carter showed to me
personally his unusual humani-
ty and the understanding when
I submitted my resignation. Ev-
ery week at the White House, in
a room next to the Oval Office,
I and the other Assistant Secre-
taries for legislation met, led by
President Carter’s congressional
right hand, Frank Moore, to learn
what the President wanted us to
lobby in the US Congress. In one
of those meetings, I learned that
the President’s target was to lift
the US Arms Embargo on Tur-
key, imposed for Turkey’s illegal
use of American arms for its in-
vasion and occupation of Cy-
prus.I submitted my resignation
to Frank. I explained that I could
not work to end such an import-
ant and just embargo that I had
spent years on Capitol Hill en-
acting. I had led that lobby effort
out of the office of philhellene
US Senator Tom Eagleton and
worked with fellow Hellenes Paul
Sarbanes and John Brademas in
the House. Our embargo success
over President Nixon and Hen-
ry Kissinger was the only time
in modern history the US Con-
gress overrode the White House
on a major foreign policy issue.
Generously, President Carter
overlooked my insubordination
and asked if I would stay if I was
completely uninvolved with the
effort to lift the Turkish Arms
Embargo. I agreed.

Soon after President Carter’s
time in the White House, he be-
came the first US President to
stand up for the oppressed spir-
itual head of the second largest
Christian Church in the world,
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Or-
thodox Christianity, by visiting
the Patriarchate. His presence at
the Patriarchate resulted in the
Government of Turkey allowing
the repair of major damage to the
Patriarchate. Following Carter’s
example, sitting President Bill
Clinton visited the Ecumenical
Patriarchate as did sitting Vice
President Joe Biden, twice.

Years later I noticed that Presi-
dent Carter had a lasting impact
on those who worked for him.
Nearly to a person everyone who
worked for Carter spent a good
deal of their lives thereafter de-
voted to improving America, as
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President Jimmy Carter and Andrew E. Manatos, Former Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Congressional Affairsand youngest Assistant Secretary in the Carter Administration

President Carter had worked so
hard to do. For example Stuart
Eizenstat, the person who in his
early 30’s led President Carter’s
domestic policy, among other
things successfully secured well
over one billion dollars from

outside of America for victims of
WWII in the world Jewish com-
munity. Others in the adminis-
tration similarly followed Car-
ter’s example of trying to leave
the world a better place.
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AHEPA Family Joins Tarpon S

OMOGENEIA /7

Members of the AHEPA Su-
preme Lodge, Daughters of Pe-
nelope (DOP) Grand Lodge,
Maids of Athena (MOA) Grand
Lodge, and the broader AHE-
PA Family gathered in Tarpon
Springs, Florida, for this year’s
annual Epiphany celebration.
Partnering with St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Cathedral and
AHEPA Epiphany City Chapter
16, attendees immersed them-
selves in the vibrant traditions
and events that make Tarpon
Springs a centerpiece of Hellenic
heritage.

A Warm Welcome and Week-
end Festivities

The festivities began on January
3 with a welcome dinner hosted
by AHEPA Epiphany City Chap-
ter 16 at the AHEPA House. Over
150 guests attended the event,
enjoying a sumptuous buffet that
set the tone for the weekend’s ac-
tivities. Supreme President Savas
Tsivicos addressed the attendees,
expressing gratitude to the host
chapter for their hospitality and
commitment to preserving Hel-
lenic traditions.

A standout highlight was the
AHEPA District 2 Memory Eter-
nal Epiphany Golf Tournament
on January 4 at Innisbrook Golf
Club in Palm Harbor, Florida.
The tournament attracted 72
golfers for an 8:30 a.m. shotgun
start in a spirited four-person
scramble format. Special thanks
were extended to Peter Sarris,
who hosted a buffet breakfast for
participants. That evening, AHE-
PA Family members gathered at
the elegant Epiphany Ball, held
at Theophilos Hall at Spanos
Pappas St. Nicholas Community
Center.

Ahepa-Tarpon-Springs-2025
6Celebrating Hellenic Heritage
and American Values

On Sunday, AHEPA hosted
the 2025 Epiphany Banquet in
Safety Harbor, Florida. His Em-
inence Archbishop Elpidopho-
ros delivered stirring remarks,
commending AHEPA as a vital
bridge connecting Hellenic her-
itage and American values. He
highlighted the organization’s
embodiment of “progress in life,
faith, and spiritual understand-

»

ing.

The banquet welcomed nu-
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merous
including Metropolitan Sev-
astianos of Atlanta, newly ap-
pointed Secretary General for
Public Diplomacy and Greeks
Abroad H.E. Maira Myrogianni,
DOP Grand President Margaret
Dritsas, MOA Grand President
Stephanie Owens, and other
dignitaries. Supreme President
Tsivicos honored Past Supreme
Presidents Nicholas A. Karacos-
tas and George G. Horiates with
the AHEPA Heroes Medal, rec-
ognizing their years of dedicated
service to the Order.

distinguished guests,

A Triumphant Epiphany Day

The weekend concluded with
the sacred Epiphany Day celebra-
tions on Monday, featuring the
traditional blessing of the waters
at Spring Bayou and the annual
dive for the cross. This year, con-
gratulations went to Luc Boillot,
the young man who successfully
retrieved the cross in a moment
that symbolized faith and com-
munity unity.

Supreme President Tsivicos
and AHEPA leaders, including
AHEPA Canada President Em-
manuel Constas, DOP Presi-
dent Margaret Dritsas, AHEPA

Foundation Chairman Nicholas
A. Karacostas, and PSP George
G. Horiates, met with H.E. Mai-
ra Myrogianni to discuss press-
ing issues affecting the Greek
diaspora. In a special moment,
Secretary General Myrogianni
was officially welcomed into the
AHEPA Family as a new member
of the Daughters of Penelope.

The Tarpon Springs Epiphany
events underscored the endur-
ing strength and unity of the
Greek-American community,
celebrating faith, heritage, and
the values that connect genera-
tions across the diaspora.
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AHEPA Eureka Chapter 52 Celebrates 100 Years of Brother-
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Union, NJ — AHEPA Eure-
ka Chapter 52 marked its 100th
anniversary with an unforget-
table celebration at Galloping
Hill Caterers. The event brought
together members, dignitaries,
and community leaders to hon-
or a century of promoting Hel-
lenism, education, philanthropy,
and civic responsibility.

Founded in 1924, AHEPA Eu-
reka Chapter 52 has been a cor-
nerstone of the Greek-American
community in Union, NJ, foster-
ing unity and service for genera-
tions. The milestone event high-
lighted the chapter’s rich history
and remarkable contributions,
strengthening the bonds of
brotherhood that define the
AHEPA experience.

Honoring a Century of Legacy
and Leadership

The evening included inspir-
ing speeches from chapter lead-
ers and distinguished guests,
paying tribute to past presidents
and members whose dedication
has shaped the chapter’s success.
A special presentation recog-
nized families and individuals
who have carried the torch of
leadership, ensuring the chap-
ter's mission thrives for future
generations.

President John Protopappas
was commended for his stead-
fast leadership, and Event Chair-
man Kostas Lappas received
accolades for organizing a mem-
orable celebration that honored
AHEPA’s legacy in style.

Distinguished Guests and Dig-
nitaries

Among the honored attendees
were:

Father Eugenios Tsaramanidis

Betty Spiropoulos, President of
St. Demetrios Church

Past Supreme  Presidents
George Horiates, Esq., and Andy
Zaharadis

Supreme Secretary Dr. Zenon
Christodoulou

District 5 Governor T.]J. Borza-
ka

District 28 Marshal Andreas
Zapounidis

Paul Kotrotsios from AHEPA
Hercules Spartan Chapter 26 of
Greater Philadelphia

Athena Ronchonchon of the

hood and Service in Union, NJ

= N

Daughters of Penelope

A Night of Celebration and
Camaraderie

Guests enjoyed a delicious
dinner, lively entertainment,
and moments of fellowship, re-
flecting the AHEPA spirit. The
night concluded with a celebra-
tory toast, reaffirming the chap-
ter's commitment to preserving
Hellenic values and serving the
Greek-American community for
generations to come.

“It was an honor to offer my
greetings to the attendees of [} \

this milestone event,” said Paul
Kotrotsios.  “This  centenni-
al celebration is a testament to
the strength and unity of the
Greek-American ~ community
and the enduring legacy of AHE-
PA”

Looking Ahead to the Next
Century

As attendees departed, they
carried a renewed sense of pride
and inspiration from being part
of an organization that has stood
the test of time, leaving an indel-
ible mark on the community.
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The
Foundations Journey to Greece
Christmas Benefit brought together
AHEPA family and friends for an
evening of celebration and purpose
at The Graycliff catering facility in
Moonachie, New Jersey. The event

second annual AHEPA

highlighted the transformative
Journey to Greece program, one of
AHEPAs most impacttul initiatives
for youth, while fostering a festive
holiday spirit.

The evening commenced with
a warm welcome from George G.
Horiates, PSP, who served as the
master of ceremonies. His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Apostolos of
New Jersey opened the program
with an invocation, setting a reflec-
tive and celebratory tone. Distin-
guished guests included Daughters
of Penelope (DOP) Grand Pres-
ident Margaret Dritsas, AHEPA
Canada President Emmanuel Con-
stas, and The Honorable Iphigenia
Kanara, Consul General of Greece
in New York, who addressed the at-
tendees with inspiring remarks.

A highlight of the event was the
testimonials from four participants
in the 2024 Journey to Greece Pro-
gram. Introduced by SOP Supreme
Governor George T. Horiates and
MOA PGP Maria Ana Pantelous,
the students shared heartfelt stories
of how this life-changing program
deepened their connection to their
Hellenic heritage and enriched their
personal and educational journeys.

Los Angeles, CA - In response to
the devastating fires impacting our
communities, The Greek Orthodox
Christian Cathedral of Saint So-
phia is opening its doors as a des-
ignated Relief Center to provide
much-needed support to those af-
fected, as well as to the brave fire-
fighters, law enforcement, and first
responders working tirelessly to
protect us.

Items to Donate: We are accepting
donations of the following items to
assist those in need:

Non-perishable food items

Bottled water and sports drinks

Hygiene products (soap, tooth-
paste, deodorant, etc.)

Clothing (new or gently used, all
sizes)

*

m.: *
A -

 :

1

R

!

| |

B

- |
5{
4]

f
ga"-"

A moment of special recognition
was reserved for Supreme President
Savas C. Tsivicos, who presented a
commemorative honor to Anas-
tasios Efstratiades of the George
W. Rentschler Foundation. His
generous $200,000 donation as a
grand underwriter has significant-
ly advanced the Foundations goal
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AHEPA Foundation’s Journey to Greece Christmas Benefit
Insplres and Unltes the Commumty

SNy

of raising $1 million to establish
an endowment for the Journey to
Greece program. This endowment
will ensure that future students can
participate in the program at an af-
fordable cost, securing its legacy as
an invaluable educational opportu-
nity.

Thanks to the support and gener-

Foundatons goal_Thanks 0 the sup
The Greek Orthodox Christian Cathedral of Saint Sophia
Serves as Relief Center for Fire Victims and First Responders

Blankets and sleeping bags

Baby supplies (diapers, formula,
baby wipes)

Pet food and supplies

Donations to Fire Relief Fund:
100% of all donations received will
aid the

Donations to Fire Relief Fund:
100% of all donations received
will aid those affected by the fires.
These contributions will directly
support individuals and families in
every way possible during this crit-
ical time. Click here to DONATE.
https://saintsophia.org/fire/

Meal Preparation: Throughout
the week, volunteers will be pre-
paring meals at the Cathedral to
distribute to fire victims, firefight-
ers, and first responders. Hot, nu-

tritious meals will be available to
anyone in need.

All Are Welcome: Whether you
are seeking assistance, looking for a
place to rest, or simply need a com-
forting presence, the Cathedral is
here for you. We invite the entire
community to join us in providing
relief and support during this diffi-
cult time.

How to Help: If you would like to
contribute or volunteer, please con-
tact the Cathedral office at 323-737-
2424 or visit our website at https://
saintsophia.org/. To assist in the
relief effort complete this form:
https://forms.gle/EuoU28hKtyB-
N6Xgb7

Together, we can make a differ-

osity of benefactors and attendees,
the AHEPA Foundation is well on
its way to achieving its fundrais-
ing goal. This memorable event not
only celebrated the holiday season
but also underscored the enduring
mission of AHEPA: to preserve and
promote Hellenic heritage, culture,
and education for generations to
come.

ence.

To RECEIVE ASSISTANCE: If
you have been directly affect by
the fires, please complete this form
so that we can better serve you:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLS{frLGj3mXEBxT1Nk-
bESKP_nalpHos-FH0q4c5DZ-
kO4iRQvv_w/viewform

Location: The Greek Orthodox
Christian Cathedral of Saint Sophia
1324 S. Normandie Avenue Los An-
geles, CA 90006

We thank everyone for their gen-
erosity and prayers as we come to-
gether to support those in need.
Our faith and unity as a community
will guide us through this challeng-
ing time.
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Daughters of Penelope Manhattan EVRYKLEA Chapter Do-
nates $2,000 to Robln Hood Foundatlon
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Daughters of Penelope Manhat-
tan EVRYKLEA Chapter Donates
$2,000 to Robin Hood Foundation

New York, NY - December 4,
2024 - The Daughters of Penelope
Manhattan EVRYKLEA chapter
made a generous donation to the
Robin Hood Foundation, contrib-
uting $2,000 to support the foun-
dation’s vital work in combating
poverty in New York City. Chapter
President Elsa Jonsson, Vice Pres-
ident Maria Ntini, and members
Maria Papageorgiou and Chrysoula
Giakos visited Robin Hood’s offices
to present the donation in person.
The group was warmly welcomed
by Margaret Schilling, Managing
Director of Individual Giving at
Robin Hood, who shared insights
into the foundation’s impactful
work.

Founded in 1988 by Paul Tudor
Jones II, the Robin Hood Foun-
dation is one of New York’s most
prominent and effective organiza-
tions dedicated to fighting poverty.
Through data-driven philanthro-
py, Robin Hood invests in innova-
tive solutions that address the root
causes of poverty in the areas of
education, employment, housing,
healthcare, and criminal justice. By
applying rigorous metrics and col-
laborating with diverse partners,
including nonprofits, government

The Pan Gregorians of New Jer-
sey hosted their highly anticipat-
ed annual Vasilopita celebration
at the elegant Graycliff Catering,
owned and operated by Archon
Anthony Papamarkos. The event
united prominent members of the
Greek-American community, cel-
ebrating tradition, unity, and the
start of a prosperous new year.

A Ceremony Rooted in Greek
Tradition

His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey graced the
occasion, officiating the blessing
and cutting of the Vasilopita. In his
remarks, His Eminence commend-
ed the Pan Gregorians for their
philanthropy and steadfast dedica-
tion to preserving Hellenic culture
and values.

Pan-Gregorian-EnterprisesNota-
ble Guests and Speeches

The celebration featured inspiring
addresses from:

Mike Zavolas, President of Pan

agencies, and corporations, Rob-
in Hood ensures that its resources
are used to create lasting, systemic
change.

Since its inception, Robin Hood
has distributed over $2 billion to
initiatives aimed at alleviating pov-
erty in New York City, and con-
tinues to advocate for policies that
address poverty at a structural lev-
el. The foundation’s approach com-
bines direct financial support to
individuals with funding for large-
scale initiatives, making a profound
and long-term impact on vulner-
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able communities. Robin Hood
spends 100% of its donations to its
charitable endeavors.

The Daughters of Penelope Man-
hattan EVRYKLEA chapter is proud
to contribute to Robin Hood’s mis-
sion and excited to support its on-
going efforts in creating positive
change.

Thanks for reading Hellenic News
of America

Subscribe to HNA

After the donation was made at
the Robin Hood Headquarters, the

—
Pan Gregorians of NJ Celebrate Annual Vasilopita at
Graycliff Catermg

Gregorian Enterprises (PGE)

Alex Theodosiou, President of the
PGEI of America Foundation

Dimitri Kafchitsas, President of
PGE Metro NY

Adding to the significance of the
evening, the Consul General of Cy-
prus in New York, Mr. Michalis Fy-
rillas, delivered a heartfelt speech,
highlighting the importance of
community unity and collective ef-
forts to support Greek heritage.

Strengthening Greek-American
Bonds

This gathering showcased the un-
wavering commitment of the Pan
Gregorians to their members and
the broader Greek-American com-
munity. It reinforced their role as a
cornerstone of philanthropic initia-
tives and cultural preservation.

Wishing everyone a blessed and
successful New Year, as the Pan Gre-
gorians continue to inspire through
their dedication and leadership!

chapter held its election at St. John
the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
which was attended by Lt. Gover-
nor Effie Argyropoulou. The newly
elected board is:

President: Maria Ntini

Vice President: Elsa Jonsson

Treasurer: Madalena Aravosita

Correspondence Secretary: Maria
Papageorgiou

Recording Secretary: Sonia Sk-
ounaki-Garbidakis

To become a member or for in-
quires please contact the chapter at
nycdop36@gmail.com
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Last June, the highly anticipat-
ed memoir of businessman and
philanthropist George Danis,
titled Go Far, Give Back, Live
Greek, was published, capturing
the attention and hearts of the
Greek American and broader
communities. The book, which
details Danis’ remarkable jour-
ney from humble beginnings
to becoming a successful entre-
preneur and dedicated philan-
thropist, has already made a
significant impact, sparking con-
versations about the importance
of ambition, generosity, and cul-
tural pride.

In Go Far, Give Back, Live
Greek, Danis shares deeply
personal anecdotes, tracing his
roots in Greece and his journey
to the United States. The mem-
oir chronicles his struggles, tri-
umphs, and the values instilled
in him by his family and heri-
tage. With candid reflections,
Danis reveals how his Greek
identity shaped his perspective
on hard work, community, and
the importance of giving back.

The title of the book encap-
sulates the guiding principles
of Danis’ life. Go Far highlights
his relentless pursuit of success,
which saw him build a thriving
business empire. Give Back un-
derscores his philanthropic en-
deavors, including support for
education, cultural preservation,
and humanitarian causes. Final-
ly, Live Greek is a testament to
his deep connection to Helle-
nism, emphasizing the values of
family, faith, and culture.

The memoir’s release was cel-
ebrated by the Greek American
community, with several events
and book signings drawing large
crowds. Leaders and readers
alike praised Danis’ storytelling
and his dedication to empower-
ing others. “George Danis’ story
reminds us that no matter how
far we go, our roots and values
guide us,” said one attendee at a
recent book event.

Beyond the Greek American
community, Go Far, Give Back,
Live Greek resonates universal-
ly, offering lessons in resilience,
gratitude, and the transfor-
mative power of philanthropy.
Danis’ commitment to support-
ing causes both in the U.S. and
Greece serves as an inspiring
blueprint for others to follow.

Through his memoir, George
Danis not only reflects on his
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George Danis’Memoir Inspires with a Message to
“Go Far, Give Back, Live Greek”

A MEMOIR

GEORGE E. DANIS

own journey but also challeng-
es readers to think about their
legacy. His story is a powerful
reminder that success is not just
about personal achievements but
about uplifting others and stay-

ing true to one’s roots.

Go Far, Give Back, Live Greek
is more than a memoir; it is a
call to action for anyone who as-
pires to lead a meaningful and

impactful life. It is available now
in bookstores and online, a must-
read for those seeking inspiration
and a deeper connection to their
cultural heritage.

HELLENICNEWS.COM




HeLLENIC NEWS OF AMERICA 47

Paul Kotrotsios Strengthens Community Ties
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Somerset, NJ - In a day that
blended sports, culture, and com-

at Rutgers Football Game with Jim Polos

munity leadership, Paul Kotrot- = T
sios, the Founder and Chairman \E : 1 p

of the Hellenic News of America
and Founder and President of
the Hermes Expo, joined promi-
nent Greek-American leader Jim
Polos for an unforgettable ex-
perience at the Rutgers vs. Wis-
consin football game. The event
highlighted the power of con-
nections and the enduring spirit
of the Greek-American commu-
nity.

Thanks to a warm invitation
from his esteemed friend Jim Po-
los, Kotrotsios attended his first
game at the iconic Rutgers Stadi-
um in Piscataway, NJ. The expe-
rience was enriched by a person-
al touch—parking at the nearby
historic Saint George Greek Or-
thodox Church—a symbolic re-
minder of the deep ties between
the local Greek-American com-
munity and broader cultural
events.

Jim Polos, a former Mayor of
Highland Park, NJ, and current
Executive Director of Middlesex
County, leveraged his network to
introduce Kotrotsios to a host of
influential individuals. These in-
cluded Governor Phil Murphy,
executives from leading area
hospitals, and prominent busi-
ness leaders. Among the mem-
orable encounters were heartfelt
moments with Mr. Koumbitsis
and his family, as well as Dr. Pe-
ter Polos, Jim’s brother, whose
warmth and hospitality further
enhanced the day’s significance.

“Tim Polos is a remarkable con-
nector whose influence bridg-
es civic, business, and cultural
sectors in New Jersey. His lead-
ership and dedication to foster-
ing meaningful relationships are
truly inspiring,” Kotrotsios re-
marked.

The day wasn't just about foot-
ball; it was a celebration of collab-
oration and a testament to Polos’
unique ability to unite leaders
from diverse fields. Whether in
government, healthcare, or busi-
ness, the introductions facilitated
by Polos showcased the potential
for shared experiences to build
lasting bonds and create oppor-

tunities for future partnerships.

Reflecting on the event, Kotrot-
sios expressed heartfelt gratitude:
“I am incredibly thankful to Jim
Polos for his hospitality, friend-
ship, and his efforts in making
this day so memorable. It was an
extraordinary experience that
underscored the importance of
community and the incredible
impact of building strong, mean-
ingful connections.”

The outing at Rutgers Stadium
serves as a vibrant example of
how shared cultural and commu-
nity experiences can foster deep-
er relationships. Kotrotsios looks
forward to future opportunities
to engage with the dynamic in-
dividuals he met and to continue
building bridges that benefit the

wider community.

About Paul Kotrotsios

Paul Kotrotsios is a prominent
advocate for the Greek-Amer-
ican community, championing
cultural heritage and business
collaboration through the Hel-
lenic News of America and the
Hermes Expo. His dedication
to connecting people and creat-
ing opportunities for growth has
made him a trusted leader and a
dynamic presence in both local
and national circles.
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O npoedpog, Ap. [Tavog ZtauptaﬁSng,
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EUXOVTAL OTA UEAN KAL GE OAOKANPO TOV EAANVLONO:

Xpovia [ToAAd kat KaAn Xpovia!
Eutu)LopEVO, ELPNVLKO KAL ATTOSOTLKO £T10G,
LE Yyeia, ITIiotn Kat EAnida yLa to peAAov.
Hew enicFeperation

Yné tnv aryida tng
PAN GREGORIAN OF AMERICA, LLC

OI ETAIPEIEZ THZ
PAN GREGORIAN ENTERPRISES, INC.
New Jersey, New England, Metro New York-Long Island & Maryland

EUxovtaL 6€ OAa Ta PEAN KAL TLG OLKOYEVELEG TOUG
2TouG EAANVEG LELOKTATEG ECTLATOPLWYVY, OTOUG PLAOUG TOUG

KaBwg KaL € 6AOUG TOUG OPOYEVELG

KAAH XPONIA!

NEW JERSEY NEW ENGLAND METRO NY & LI MARYLAND
629 Springfield Road 1 Park Avenue 23-34A Steinway Street 4911 Eastern Avenue
Kenilworth, NJ 07033 Derby, CT 06418 Astoria, NY 11105 Baltimore, MD 21224
Tel: (908) 624-0250 Tel: (203) 389-6115 Tel: (718) 728-6000 Tel: (410) 631-7990
Fax: (908) 624-1549 Fax: (203) 387-9004 Fax: (718) 728-0793 Fax: (410) 631-7992
Email: info@pge-nj.com Email: pgct3@gmail.com Email: info@pgeny.com Email:
pangregorianmd@gmail.com
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AUTO CRAFTERS

COMMITTED to providing you EXCELLENT service,
so you ALWAYS choose us for your collision repair needs.

ALL YOU NEED. our experienced technicians will have your

vehicle repaired to its pre-loss condition. We have a state of the art
facility and use the latest equipment and technology to provide high
quality results and quick turnaround.

STAY SAFE AND ON THE ROAD. Whether you own an

import, a domestic, or a high performance exotic car, we guarantee
our work 100% with a lifetime warranty for all auto body and colli-
sion repair work .

OURHOURS:

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 7:30 AM -5 PM
X T %

24 HOUR EMERGENCY TOWING
NIGHT DROP AVAILABLE
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SILVERI & SONS

MWholereale
FRUIT & VEGETABLES

732'818'0107

QUALITY & SERVICE YOU CAN DEPEND ON

Website: www.myvsilveri.com Email: mikejr@myvsilveri.com

» 60+ Varieties of

« Gyro & Other Meat
Products

« Fillo & Kataifi Dough

- Mediterranean Pastries

« Cheeses, Olives, Olive Qil,
and Other Mediterranean
Specialty Products % 4

Vil =
WWW.KONTOS.COM B

& ¥
FRONTOS FOODS KONTOS FOODS, INC., PO BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544 - (973) 278-2800
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
WISHING YOU AND

YOURS A HEALTHY AND
PROSPEROUS 2025.

almabank.com o\ ALMABANK

O kKadnyntng Apng MuxomouAog
gUXETAL oTNV OPOYEVELa Eva
EIPHNIKO KI EYAOTHMENO ETOZ!
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THEODORE VAKRINOS &
DR. HELEN ABADZI

A
v
PANHELLENIC

SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

1 4 y
KaAn Xpovia!
Wishing you and your family a Happy New Year!
........................................................ " S————————

Save the Date
Awards Ceremony & Gala — Saturday, June 14, 2025

2024-2025 Scholarship Application Is Open! Due Jan. 31
@@ QO 3123576032

) 312.872.0090
facebookccom/panhelleic APPLY AT WWW.PANHELLENICSF.ORG Q :
twitter.com/PanHellenicFdn @ panhellenicsf.org
youtube.com/ThePanhellenic . .
instagram.com/panhellenicfoundation @ info@panhellenicsf.org
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NEW YEAR

AS WE STEP INTO 2025, WE EXTEND OUR
WARMEST WISHES FOR HEALTH, HAPPINESS, AND
SUCCESS TO THE READERS OF THE
HELLENIC NEWS OF AMERICA.

HERE'S TO A BRIGHT AND PROSPEROUS 2025!

ARCHON MICHAEL & ROBIN
PSAROS
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