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City of Gold
TOMB AND TEMPLE IN ANCIENT CYPRUS

AT

THE PRINCETON UNIVERSITY ART MUSEUM
Thursday,  January 17, 2013  •  7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

SIGNIFICANCE: 
City of Gold: Tomb and Temple in Ancient Cyprus explores the history and archaeology of Polis Chrysochous, a nexus 
of cultures on the island of Cyprus. Polis is the site of the ancient city of Marion and its successor city, Arsinoe. It is an 
area rich in history, architecture and art. The Princeton University Art Museum will be the only venue for this exhibition 
representing the work of a quarter-century of excavation by the Princeton University Department of Art and Archaeology. 
Most of the 110 objects have never been exhibited; the outstanding documentation of the site and the project offers unique 
insights into the history and methodology of archaeological excavation.  

CONTENT: 
The exhibition’s archaeological treasures, enlightened by original scholarly research, make it possible to trace human habi-
tation in the area from antiquity to the medieval period. It focuses on the tombs, temples and public buildings of this 
cultural crossroads in the eastern Mediterranean.  

Prior to Princeton’s involvement, excavations in northwest Cyprus beginning in 1885 revealed hundreds of tombs con-
taining stunning jewelry, sculpture and Greek vessels.  Since 1983, the Princeton team has uncovered artifacts from the 
remains of the ancient cities of Marion and Arsinoe, including sanctuaries, public buildings, workshops and private resi-
dences. The exhibition features findings from their excavations—as well as those from earlier German, British, Cypriot 
and Swedish archaeologists—consisting of large-scale stone and terracotta sculptures and architectural fragments, splen-
did gold and silver jewelry, wall paintings, seals, coins, ceramics and bronzes. Of special interest is a rare marble statue 
of a kouros, or nude male youth. The exhibition incorporates contextualized displays including maps, photographs and 
three-dimensional building recreations, emphasizing the research and documentation of the site itself and revealing the 
fascinating evolution of Classical archaeology over the past 125 years. 

CURATORS: 
William A. P. Childs, professor emeritus of Art and Archaeology, Princeton University, and director of the Princeton Cy-
prus Expedition excavations in Polis Chrysochous; Joanna S. Smith, assistant director of the Princeton Cyprus Expedition 
and associate professional specialist in the Department of Art and Archaeology, who has worked on the excavations at 
Polis since 1988; and J. Michael Padgett, curator of Ancient Art at the Princeton University Art Museum and a participant 
in the excavations at Polis since 1996. 

CREDITS: 
This exhibition is the result of a groundbreaking international collaboration between Princeton University, Cyprus De-
partment of Antiquities, the British Museum and the Musée du Louvre.  

WHERE IS THE MUSEUM?
The Museum is located at the center of the Princeton University campus, a five-minute walk from the shops and restau-
rants of Nassau Street. To find the Museum, enter the campus on foot from Nassau Street, University Place, or Washington 
Street and look for the Museum’s banners to lead the way to the front entrance.   Museum is located in McCormick Hall
By car From New York and northern New Jersey: Take the New Jersey Turnpike to exit 9, follow Route 1 south to Princ-
eton, Washington Road exit. Take Washington Road (Route 571) to Nassau Street; turn left on Nassau Street. From Phila-
delphia: Take I-95 (295) north to Route 1 north. Follow Route 1 to the Washington Road exit. Take the jug handle to cross 
Route 1 and travel east on Washington Road. Follow Washington Road (Route 571) into Princeton. Alternate route from 
I-95: take the exit for 206 north to Nassau Street (Route 27).

PARKING 
Public parking is not available on the Princeton campus. The best place to park is in town, at metered spaces near Palmer 
Square and along Nassau Street, or at public parking garages located on Chambers, Hulfish, Spring, and Wiggins streets.  
Learn more about getting to campus and where to park at  http://www.princeton.edu/main/visiting/. If you need special 
parking accommodations, send an e-mail request to parking@princeton.edu.


